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Spring has sprung!
Yes…we can finally say spring is officially here!  
MARCH 2005 WEATHER SUMMARY

Portland, Oregon & SW Washington

TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  50.0
       (2.8 DEGREES ABOVE NORMAL)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   60.1
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   39.8
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  75  (March 11)
LOWEST  TEMPERATURE:  34  (March 14 & 18)
PRECIPITATION DATA

RAIN TOTAL FOR MARCH:              3.77 Inches

        (0.06 inches above normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:    7.01  Inches

        (5.95 inches below normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:    1.19 Inches

        (March 26)
SKY CONDITIONS

Number of Clear days:  4
Number of Partly Cloudy days: 10
Number of Cloudy days: 17
____________________________________________________________

March Miscellany

3/09 - New record high: 70 degrees.  Old record: 67 (1995)
3/10 - New record high: 74 degrees.  Old record: 72 (1965)
3/11 - New record high: 75 degrees.  Old record: 72 (1965)
3/26 - Record rainfall: 1.19 inches. Old record: 0.57 (1985)
3/27 - Record rainfall: 1.17 inches. Old record: 0.82 (1974)
The monthly rainfall for March was nearly triple that of February, but the year-to-date total is still well below normal. That undoubtedly means a dry year ahead of us. Fortunately, nudists already do their part 
to conserve water; we don’t have swimsuits to wash at the end of the day!  
For smokers out there, please be conscious of the fire danger at the beaches, as we move through the drier, hotter months. Cigarette butts are a leading cause of grass and brush fires, and the so-called fine fuels – dry grass and weeds – will likely be in abundance this summer. The heat from one discarded cigarette can easily ignite a few strands of dry grass, and spread into the brush. The topography of Collins Beach and Rooster Rock are both susceptible to fire threats, so be extra diligent and dispose of cigarette butts – and all trash – in the proper manner. 
It’s a beach…not an ashtray!
Speaking of cigarettes…if a nickel could be had for every cigarette butt left in the sand, litter removal would become a lucrative hobby. But a few diligent beachgoers do it for free, just to keep the beach clean and safe for everyone else. They wouldn’t have to, however, if everyone else did their part, and took their butts (the cigarette kind!) off the beach for proper disposal. 
A few facts from www.cigarettelitter.org

The biggest myth is that cigarette filters are biodegradable. In fact, cigarette butts are not biodegradable in the sense that most people think of the word. The acetate (plastic) filters can take many years to decompose.

What happens after that butt gets casually flicked onto the street, nature trail, or beach? Typically wind and rain carry the cigarette into the water supply, where the toxic chemicals the cigarette filter was designed to trap leak out into aquatic ecosystems, threatening the quality of the water and many aquatic life-forms. Cigarette butts may seem small, but with several trillion butts littered every year, the toxic chemicals add up!

Cigarette filters have been found in the stomachs of fish, birds, whales and other marine creatures who mistake them for food ... Composed of cellulose acetate, a form of plastic, cigarette butts can persist in the environment as long as other forms of plastic.

Source: http://www.cigarettelitter.org/
Trash continues to be a problem on the beach, but is more likely the result of a few thoughtless partiers, than actual naturists who take some pride in our beaches. The note below was sent in by a newcomer to the Portland area who visited Collins Beach this spring:
I have only recently moved to the Portland area from Missouri and discovered that we only live 15 miles or so from Sauvie Island. My wife has never been involved in this activity but she seems to be quiet open about it. 

We visited Collins Beach twice the last couple of weeks, Both times were cold and rainy. We must have missed a hell of a party because Tuesday we picked up a full trash bag full of empty beer cans and bottles while we were there. I have yet to visit (Rooster Park?), or any other c/o spots here. I am so ready for the weather to warm up here and be able to visit the beach in its natural state so to speak.

Peace.
Thanks go out to these new arrivals to our group for pitching in already; it’s just unfortunate they were subjected to such a bad first-impression of our Paradise.  

A reminder to those of you that haven’t made your first season visit to Collins Beach yet: Don’t forget to purchase your parking permit! It’s easy to overlook. Day use permits ($1.50), as well as yearly passes ($11) are available at the general store by the bridge on the island, and also at the Reeder Beach store on the road out to Collins. The parking areas are patrolled regularly.

Adopt-a-Highway News
As announced in the March issue of The Naked Eye, we are moving ahead with plans for our newly-adopted section of Interstate 84 by Rooster Rock State Park. We have tentatively scheduled our first clean-up for the morning of Saturday, April 30. All interested people (at least 16 years of age) are welcome to participate, but are required to attend a short safety and orientation session (conducted by ORCOBA) beforehand. In order to complete our permit for the actual pickup operation, we need to have all participants complete the orientation and sign a liability release, which is then submitted to the Dept. of Transportation at the time our highway occupancy permit is issued. 
This means that we need to conduct a safety and orientation meeting at least a few days before the pickup, in order to have the paperwork completed properly and in time. Our plan is to select a reasonably convenient restaurant where we can meet over coffee, breakfast, brunch, etc., view the DOT-supplied orientation videotape, go over the details, and sign the necessary paperwork. 
We are tentatively scheduling this orientation for the morning of Saturday, April 23, at a place to be announced soon. Updates will be posted on our website at www.orcoba.org as well as our affiliated Yahoo groups. 
Portland Nude Swim Night
There’s still time to register for the upcoming Nude Swim Night sponsored by Hidden Springs Nudist Club! The swim will take place at a local athletic club, featuring a heated (87 o) sports pool, saunas, hot tubs, and volleyball and racquetball courts. All ages are welcome. Costs per person are $15 for TNS/AANR members; $18 for non-members.

Kids under 12 are free. (Add $5 if you don’t pre-register)

The first swim is scheduled for Saturday, April 23, from 8:15pm to 10:30pm. The actual location of the swim will be disclosed upon registration. Register in advance by email at hidden-springs@pobox.com or by calling 503-699-5442.
Hidden Springs is counting on attendance to exceed 50 people in order to make this event a success, and ensure future swim nights. Mark your calendars now!

Hidden Springs is a non-landed Nudist Club in the Portland area, and offers numerous fun family-oriented events throughout the year. They make a perfect resource for nude activities when the weather precludes an outing at the beach. They also host occasional “Ladies-only” get-togethers at a member’s home, offering a friendly, comfortable, no-pressure atmosphere for women to get acquainted and talk about nudism issues unique to women. Check their website at www.hiddenspringsnudist.org/ for more information. 
CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS

APRIL

10 - Hidden Springs Bare Bowling 
Info: (503) 699-5442 or www.hiddenspringsnudist.org/
23 - Nude Swim Night
Info: (503) 699-5442 or  www.hiddenspringsnudist.org/
23 - (TENTATIVE) (A.M. or Noon-ish)
            ORCOBA Adopt-A-Highway Safety Meeting
             Location at a local restaurant; details TBA on   

               website and Yahoo groups
30 - (TENTATIVE) (A.M.)
            ORCOBA Adopt-A-Highway Pick-Up
               Location: I-84 between Corbett & Rooster Rock

               Details TBA on website and Yahoo groups

               Rooster Rock outing follows pick-up
LOOKING AHEAD
July 4-10 - National Nude Recreation Week
July 7-10 - TNS Northwest Naturist Festival
                       Sun Meadow Resort, Worley, ID
                       www.sunmeadow.org
If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 

Become a TNS Member
Don’t forget, you can join The Naturist Society through ORCOBA, and enjoy all of the benefits of TNS membership, and directly support your local beaches as well. 
STANDARD MEMBERSHIP:

1 Year - $50   2 Years - $95

TRIAL MEMBERSHIP:

3 Months - $15
SENIOR CITIZEN/STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

1 Year - $40   2 Years - $75

To request an application, simply send us an email at info@orcoba.org with “TNS” in the subject line. 
Website News
We’re always looking at ways to better utilize the space on our www.orcoba.org website. We recently did away with the Chat Room feature, which saw little use, and are replacing it with our Store, which will be developed soon. We will then begin offering items such as beachwear and accessories as they become available. Also to be featured are beach-related items such as windscreens, available for sale from other members.
Our website Forum feature will still remain available for members to post messages, ask questions, and find out answers to questions. This feature is a great way to communicate with others, and augments our Yahoo-based message groups. It’s also more convenient and accessible for people that don’t have a Yahoo account. Another bonus is that it allows for multiple, topic-specific message boards. Several have already been established, and more can always be added. Please take a few moments to get acquainted with our website’s Forum page feature at http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
While you’re there, stop by our Reading Room page and peruse some of the online articles and writings made available on the subject of clothes-freedom. The page is accessible directly by going to www.orcoba.org/wst_page3.html or by going to our home page at www.orcoba.org/. New articles are added to the collection often. 
If you think of any other ideas or suggestions as to ways that our website can be made more useful or informative, please let us know. 

April 22 is Earth Day

April 29 is Arbor Day
Be a part of this newsletter!

We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. Priority for space will be given to items pertaining to Collins Beach or Rooster Rock, but all topics related to family-friendly naturism are welcomed.

Suggestions, comments and ideas for new features are also welcomed; please send them to us! One possibility is the addition of photographs; this however would significantly increase the file size of the newsletter, which might impact some email recipients with limited inbox capacity. 
If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
If you experience difficulty downloading or viewing this graphics version of The Naked Eye, a text-only version is also available on our website at www.orcoba.org.
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

http://www.naturistsociety.com/
The Naturist Action Committee:

http://www.nac.oshkosh.net/
The Naturist Education Foundation:
http://www.nef.oshkosh.net/
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
© 2004 - 2005 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance
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