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Spring Fever!
Well, our hibernation is nearing an end! The beach  will soon break dormancy as warmer weather approaches. Or perhaps it’s more accurate to say that us beachgoers will be breaking dormancy. 
FEBRUARY 2005 WEATHER SUMMARY

Portland, Oregon & SW Washington

TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  43.5
       (0.4 DEGREES ABOVE NORMAL)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   53.8
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   33.2
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  65  (Feb. 27)
LOWEST  TEMPERATURE:  24  (Feb. 15)
PRECIPITATION DATA

RAIN TOTAL FOR FEBRUARY:         1.30 Inches

        (2.88 inches below normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:    3.24  Inches

        (6.01 inches below normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:    0.70 Inches

        (February 5-6)
____________________________________________________________

Miscellany

February 2005 was the fifth driest February on record for the Portland region.

Last month’s sunny, relatively warm days were a welcome break from the winter doldrums; however, the rainfall totals are already a bit ominous. We’re six inches below normal, only two months into 2005. Northwesterners might be facing a summer of water conservation, if the current trend continues. (
Spring is almost here!

The 2005 Vernal Equinox is March 20
(4:33 am PDT to be exact!)

Join TNS through ORCOBA!
If you’ve been thinking about joining The Naturist Society, you can now do so through ORCOBA! You can also renew your existing membership through us. Membership fees are the same as those for joining TNS directly, but by joining through a local TNS-affiliated group such as ORCOBA, a portion of the fee goes back to the group to help advance naturism at the local level. 
We’ll take care of processing your membership application through TNS. And you’ll also be directly helping to make our beaches even better. Proceeds from membership fees are used to fund future projects and activities at Collins Beach and Rooster Rock. 
A rundown of the basic memberships available:

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP:

1 Year - $50   2 Years - $95

TRIAL MEMBERSHIP:

3 Months - $15
SENIOR CITIZEN/STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

1 Year - $40   2 Years - $75

Standard and senior/student memberships include a ton of benefits, including a full subscription to Nude & Natural Magazine (also known as N).  TNS also offers a trial membership which allows people to experience the benefits of TNS, including one issue of N Magazine. 

For more information on TNS membership, check out our website at www.orcoba.org or go to the TNS website at www.naturistsociety.com. To request a membership application, email us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll email you back with the necessary form. 
TNS is also extending its February offer of a free copy of its 25th Anniversary Calendar to every member that joins or renews their membership through ORCOBA. The calendar offer has been extended through the month of March. One and two-year memberships receive a full subscription to N magazine in addition to all of the other benefits of TNS membership. To take advantage of the TNS calendar offer through ORCOBA, we must receive your membership application by March 31st.
Speaking of N, beginning with the next issue, N will make the move to an all-color format. This makes the best naturist magazine around even better! 

TNS Beach Towels now available!

It’s the ultimate in Beach Towels! Made of two-ply, soft, terry velour in the latest colors: Tangerine, Berry Pink, Laser Lime, and Cosmo Blue. Each towel bears the new “Barefoot All Over” 2005 Gathering logo in an eye-catching tone-on-tone imprint. These 35” X 60” towels are just made for relaxing or sunning.
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Visit the TNS website at www.naturistsociety.com, go to the Skinny-Dipper Shop, and click on “Skinny-Dipper Gear”.

ORCOBA Adopts a Highway!
ORCOBA has officially adopted the two-mile stretch of Oregon I-84 between Corbett and Rooster Rock State Park, as part of the Oregon Adopt-A-Highway program. We were fortunate that this section became available – what better section for a naturist advocacy group, right next to Rooster Rock!
(continued on next column)
This month we will be meeting with the Oregon Dept. of Transportation (ODOT) and attending the necessary safety and orientation sessions, after which we will schedule and organize our first litter clean-up party. After the first clean-up has been accomplished, ODOT will install the familiar Adopt-A-Highway signs at both ends of the section with “ORCOBA” on them. 
We’ll be responsible for four clean-ups per year. ODOT supplies work party signage, safety vests and trash bags, and will pick up collected and bagged trash from the highway shoulder. 

If you are interested in participating in any or all clean-up parties, please provide your name and contact info in the Database section of our ORCOBA Yahoo group, or send us an email at info@orcoba.org and let us know you’re interested. And watch for further details and plans for work parties. This is an excellent way to generate some good PR for the naturist community!
Keepin’ It Safe
Last season, beachgoers did a great job of getting involved and “blowing the whistle” on suspicious behavior on the beach. The number of incidents was small, but of those that did occur, most were quickly abated, thanks to the efforts of the nudist community. 
One of the goals of ORCOBA is encouraging and developing a “neighborhood watch” network of sorts on the beach. Beachgoers are the first line of defense against inappropriate behavior. We are the eyes and ears of the beach, and law enforcement depends on us to help function as their eyes and ears as well. 

Let’s keep that trend going as we enter the 2005 beach season! Report anything suspicious or inappropriate to the authorities, or locate another known, trusted beachgoer for assistance in determining appropriate action. And you yourself feel uncomfortable or unsafe by something, don’t hesitate to seek help. Many ORCOBA members can be identified by a small yellow flag atop a short bamboo pole, indicating they are ready and willing to help fellow naturists in any way necessary.  These flags are pennant-shaped; some are solid yellow, the newer version is yellow with a red band imprinted with “ORCOBA” in white letters.
(continued on next page)

Flags will again be available this season. Standard yellow flags are $5; ORCOBA flags are $8 for either version. Proceeds go toward funding ORCOBA’s ongoing activities and goals, including the production of more flags and other safety materials. 

Several people have asked about having a flag that identifies someone with some sort of first aid training. So, as part of a trial program, we plan to offer a version with a small red cross in addition to the standard design. The idea is to make available some form of immediate care for minor medical problems (cuts, insect bites, minor injuries, etc.) while summoning appropriate definitive care. (First Aid providers are covered by the Good Samaritan Law and cannot be held liable as a result of providing help rendered in good faith.)
YELLOW FLAG VERSIONS
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Left: Universal yellow flag (also adopted on other beaches); 

Center: Standard ORCOBA flag;

Right: ORCOBA flag identifying a person with first aid training
To keep costs low, we make our own flags as time allows; as a result, supply doesn’t always meet demand. So please bear with us! Check upcoming newsletters, as well as our website and Yahoo group, for updates and details on getting one.

Nude Beach Etiquette

People frequently ask whether there are any “ground rules” or guidelines for conduct and behavior on nude beaches. The answer is yes, although a defined list of the common rules of etiquette isn’t always handy. ORCOBA has a version available on our website and Yahoo group, as well as a hardcopy version for distribution on the beach. 
In the panel to the right is a printed version which may be copied and kept for personal reference, or for distribution to others. When someone on the beach is spotted acting inappropriately, it is often helpful to offer them a copy of these etiquette rules.
NUDE BEACH ETIQUETTE

The following is a list of standard guidelines for personal conduct at nude beaches. Your presence on the beach constitutes an implied acknowledgement and agreement to respect and abide by these guidelines and rules.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Gawking or staring is rude, and is quite conspicuous to others, despite the best attempts to hide it. Besides, it looks foolish.

Respect everyone's right to privacy, and allow them their space.  It's okay to be friendly, but be considerate and courteous as well.
Keep the noise down. No boisterous shouting or profanity.

Sexual activity on nude beaches is illegal, offensive and inappropriate. If you experience an erection, keep it to yourself. Public displays of sexual arousal are inappropriate and unwelcome on nude beaches.

Respect the beach, and help control litter. Always bring a trash bag for your own litter, and take out more than you brought in.

If you wish to talk to children or minors on the beach, always introduce yourself to their parents or adult guardians, and seek their permission first.

Always ask for permission before taking anyone's photograph.

Nudity is permitted only in designated areas. Always get dressed before leaving the clothing-optional area, including quick trips out to the parking lot.

Theft of others' property is a crime. Beachgoers watch out for each other and their belongings; if you are spotted committing an act of theft or other crime, you will be identified and reported.

Stay on trails. Keep out of vegetation, wildlife habitat and other environmentally sensitive areas.

Help educate others, and support our beach community. Share these guidelines with others that may not be aware of them.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This beach has a large, active network of regular users, working closely with law enforcement agencies, to ensure the safety and security of everyone. Anyone found to be creating an unsafe, uncomfortable or illegal situation will be held accountable for their actions, and reported to proper authorities as necessary.

PROVIDED BY THE

OREGON CLOTHING-OPTIONAL BEACH ALLIANCE

(ORCOBA)   www.orcoba.org
Portland Nude Swim Nights

Hidden Springs Nudist Club has negotiated the return of Nude Swim Night in Portland! Swims take place at a local athletic club, featuring a heated (87 o) sports pool, saunas, hot tubs, and volleyball and racquetball courts. All ages are welcome. Costs per person are $15 for TNS/AANR members; $18 for non-members.

Kids under 12 are free. (Add $5 if you don’t pre-register)

The first swim is scheduled for Saturday, April 23, from 8:15pm to 10:30pm. The actual location of the swim will be disclosed upon registration. Register in advance by email at hidden-springs@pobox.com or by calling 503-699-5442.
Hidden Springs is counting on attendance to exceed 50 people in order to make this event a success, and ensure future swim nights. Mark your calendars now!

Be a part of this newsletter!

We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. Priority for space will be given to items pertaining to Collins Beach or Rooster Rock, but all topics related to family-friendly naturism are welcomed.

This newsletter is largely the result of one brain. I would like to have more input from our readers, to help make The Naked Eye more informative and useful. Suggestions, comments and ideas for new features are welcomed; please send them to us! One possibility is the addition of photographs; this however would significantly increase the file size of the newsletter, which might impact some email recipients with limited inbox capacity. 
If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 

If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

http://www.naturistsociety.com/
The Naturist Action Committee:

http://www.nac.oshkosh.net/
The Naturist Education Foundation:
http://www.nef.oshkosh.net/
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
© 2004 - 2005 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance
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