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It finally looks like summer around Portland! Temperatures even broke triple-digits for a couple of days:
JUNE 2006 WEATHER SUMMARY

Portland, Oregon & SW Washington

TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  66.4
       (3.7 degrees above  normal)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   76.2
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   56.5
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  102  (June 26)
LOWEST TEMPERATURE:  52  (June 20 & 23)
PRECIPITATION DATA

RAIN TOTAL FOR JUNE:                   0.93 Inches

        (0.66 inches below normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:   22.42 Inches

        (2.85 inches above normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:    0.45 Inches

        (June 1-2)
SKY CONDITIONS

Number of Clear days:  9
Number of Partly Cloudy days: 9
Number of Cloudy days: 12
June Miscellany
Record high on June 25th (101o) – old record 1987 (95o)
Record high on June 26th (102o) – old record 1987 (94o)
Record monthly high for June of 102o on the 26th – breaks old record of 101o in 1987; previous record of 100o set in 1942
Fifth warmest June on record, based on average temperature.
As is “tradition”, river levels began to return to normal during June, bringing with it more beach area…just in time for the warmer weather which brings everyone out from winter hiding. 



In case it escaped anyone’s notice, we’ve had a rather wet start to the year; rainfall total is over 3 ½ inches above normal. Compare that to last year at this time, when rainfall total was about 3 inches below normal. Early-bird visitors to the beach certainly have seen the evidence; water levels have kept much of our sandy beach areas submerged throughout the spring. 

The high water didn’t keep folks from turning out and pitching in at Collins Beach for ORCOBA’s two major clean-up events, however…read on:


Collins Beach is a cleaner, environmentally safer place today, thanks to everyone's efforts at ORCOBA’s "Down by the Riverside" cleanup event on May 20, sponsored by SOLV and hosted by ORCOBA. Barely a month after our earlier cleanup on Earth Day (April 22), volunteers came through again and removed an impressive collection of debris from the beach, parking lot and wooded areas. About 30 people turned out to pitch in. A few individuals stopped by to see what was going on after seeing the SOLV, TNS and ORCOBA signs at our registration table, grabbed some trash bags and headed out to help, but didn't get signed in during official registration. Several participants extended their efforts to Walton, the adjacent textile beach, as well as Willow Bar off of Reeder Rd. near the county line a couple of miles away. 
A significant amount of Styrofoam was collected and removed by our members from the beach area. The Styrofoam debris is a major ongoing concern of ODFW's, as it is highly toxic and hazardous to wildlife as it disintegrates into smaller, enticing, easily-ingestible pieces. Making its way from many sources upriver, the Styrofoam "invades" the island in such quantity that it becomes impossible to adequately remove without volunteer help. Several large blocks were retrieved, a couple of them bigger than the average beachgoer.

(continued on next page)
(continued from previous page)
Two syringes with needles were also found in the wooded area, and were secured in safety containers for proper disposal. This serves as a safety reminder to everybody at the beach: While biohazards such as needles are a relatively uncommon find at Collins, they are occasionally encountered. It goes without saying to use extreme caution when encountering these hazards. Families, please educate and remind your children as to the dangers of needles and other "yucky stuff", and how important it is not to touch anything suspicious, and to notify an adult of their finding instead. Some things, like syringes, just beg to be picked up by curious youngsters, and needles are often so small that they aren't readily evident. All totaled, between Collins and Walton beaches and Willow Bar, about 25 full bags of garbage and recyclables were collected, along with several large chunks of Styrofoam and many smaller pieces, plywood and other lumber, and metal debris. Participants were rewarded by Mother Nature, which brought a sunny warm day to the beach instead of the cold, rainy one predicted by the weatherman. Our potluck barbecue felt like a mid-summer get-together, despite the high water which reduced the beach to about half of its normal summer size.

Thanks to everyone who participated...you all deserve a pat on the back for your work!
Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife
seeks your help!
During a recent meeting with ODFW agents on Sauvie Island, a particular concern of theirs was discussed, and they are seeking the help of everyone. During the winter storms and subsequent high water this spring, there has been an alarming amount of Styrofoam debris washing up onto various areas of the island. This Styrofoam comes from various sources upriver, and often makes landfall in the form of large chunks. This debris quickly degrades into smaller pieces, eventually breaking down into small beads resembling seeds and food particles. 
The problem is that the Styrofoam beads are particularly attractive to wildlife, which mistake it for food. It is highly toxic and disruptive to the digestive system of any animal which ingests it, and many waterfowl deaths have already been attributed to the consumption of Styrofoam.  

ODFW asks us all to be vigilant for deposits of Styrofoam along the beach and anywhere else we visit on the island, and help them gather it for proper disposal. Large pieces may be left by the signs at each beach entrance; smaller pieces which might otherwise blow around by the wind should be bagged up if at all possible. ODFW will keep an eye out for collections of the debris, and pick it up during their weekly rounds. 
Thank you all…on behalf of Sauvie Island’s wildlife!


Plans are afoot for ORCOBA’s second Adopt-A-Highway cleanup on our section of I-84 at Rooster Rock:
Saturday, June 24  -  8:00am – Noon-ish

As with our first clean-up last fall, there will be a preliminary breakfast gathering at Shari’s in Troutdale beginning around 8:00 am, for those who would like to “fuel up” beforehand. Then we’ll head out to the staging area, which is off of the I-84 Corbett exit a few miles to the east of Troutdale. We should be able to knock out the cleanup by noon or even a bit earlier. 
Participants are required to view a 30-minute ODOT safety and orientation video and sign a waiver prior to the cleanup. Through the wonders of technology, we can offer multiple opportunities to view the video via portable DVD player, which accompanies us to the beach as well as other group activities and events. Unfortunately, because of the documentation process imposed by ODOT, it is not currently an option to just watch the video beforehand on the day of the cleanup; the paperwork needs to be submitted at least a week prior to the cleanup date. However, once the video has been viewed and a waiver signed, individuals are authorized to participate in any or all future ORCOBA highway cleanups. 
If you have completed the orientation process described above, and wish to sign up for the cleanup, email us at info@orcoba.org. Thanks!
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Quote for the Month

"Sweet, sane, still Nakedness in Nature! --ah if poor, sick, prurient humanity in cities might really know you once more! Is not nakedness then indecent? No, not inherently. It is your thought, your sophistication, your fear, your respectability that is indecent.”
                                        - Mark Twain`s Huckleberry Finn


Many of you are aware of Bring Beach, an unofficial but popular skinny-dipping and nude sunbathing spot, located on the Willamette River in Eugene, Oregon.  Over the years, Bring Beach has endured the typical consequences seen by almost every nude recreation setting on public lands – occasional inappropriate activity and litter problems. Bring has been on ORCOBA’s list of long-term objectives for quite a while, and after recent discussion among several of our members, the time seems right to move forward with plans and ideas for making Bring a safer, more positive place for nude recreation. 
Over the coming weeks and months, we will begin discussion and planning for various activities which will help establish a stronger, more “legitimate” naturist presence at Bring.  Ideas include:
· Organizing one or more beach clean-ups and pot-luck picnics at Bring, and

· Establishing and developing a locally-based Bring Beach advocacy group affiliated with ORCOBA.

We have started a Yahoo! Discussion group for Bring Beach at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Bring_Beach/ - as plans begin to take shape, more information will be posted there. In the meantime, everyone with an interest in Bring is invited to join, and we welcome the sharing of thoughts, ideas, comments, questions and information. We are especially seeking individual naturists with the energy and willingness to begin forming a “core” of Bring regulars, who may act as liaisons for ORCOBA. 

Join The Naturist Society

through ORCOBA!

You can join or renew your TNS membership as part of ORCOBA, and help your local naturist resources in the process. Membership rates are the same as joining through TNS directly:       

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP: $53 (1 year); $100 (2 years)

STUDENT/SENIORS : $43 (1 year); $80 (2 years)

(PER HOUSEHOLD)

TNS gives a portion of the membership fee back to affiliated clubs when members join through a club. For more info, visit the home page of our website at www.orcoba.org 
CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS

JUNE
10 – Chili Cook-Off and Volleyball Tournament 
                   Squaw Mountain Ranch
                   Info: www.squawmt.com
11 – Clothing-Optional Figure Drawing Session 
                   Common Ground Wellness Center – Portland


     1:00 – 5:00 pm
                   To register: email  naturalchristian@yahoo.com
                   More info: www.artday.us 
17 – Third Annual Oral Auction
                   Willamettans
    Info: www.efn.org/%7ewillies
17 – Dinner and Dance Night with the Pete Ford Band
                   Mountaindale Sun Resort (Formerly Restful Haven)

     More info: www.restfulhaven.com
17 – Wine & Cheese Open House 
                   Squaw Mountain Ranch
                   Info: www.squawmt.com
24 – ORCOBA Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up – Rooster Rock
                  8:00 am – Noon
    Info: email  info@orcoba.org 
LOOKING AHEAD  (“THE EVENT HORIZON”)

July 28-30 – Strawberry Festival

      Mountaindale Sun Resort (Formerly Restful Haven)

      More info: www.restfulhaven.com

If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 
Just a reminder…

Restful Haven Health Club in Portland is now known as  Mountaindale Sun Resort!

Their official website can still be found at www.restfulhaven.com


June 21st marks the Summer Solstice!
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Official, card-carrying ORCOBA memberships are available!  Basic annual memberships are available for a $15 minimum donation, or by participation in one or more qualifying activities sponsored by ORCOBA, such as an Adopt-A-Highway or beach cleanup. Other contributions of labor or time to ORCOBA’s mission will also be considered for qualification for membership as well. Members get a laminated card, and a discount on all ORCOBA merchandise. Additional benefits will be forthcoming, as we continue to grow and expand. Watch for updates on our website and Yahoo groups!

Or, you can join ORCOBA and The Naturist Society for the discounted price of $63/year (a $5 savings). This offer applies to TNS renewal memberships as well. TNS membership includes a full subscription to Nude & Natural Magazine, the premier naturist publication.

For more information or to request a membership application, email info@orcoba.org or check our website at www.orcoba.org 
We’ve been experiencing some technical problems with the posting of updated material to our website at www.orcoba.org over the past couple of months. Content can be uploaded without problems, but we’ve encountered recurring glitches publishing the updated pages. Until the problem gets resolved with the hosting service (or wherever the problem lies), some material may appear outdated. The Calendar and Forum sections are not affected, however.
Thanks for your patience…mine’s wearing thin!
                                                                  - Don


Help us make this newsletter more interesting! We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. 
If you experience difficulty downloading or viewing this graphics version of The Naked Eye, PDF and text-only versions are also available on our website at www.orcoba.org.  
If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

www.naturistsociety.com 
The Naturist Action Committee:

www.nac.oshkosh.net 
The Naturist Education Foundation:

www.nef.oshkosh.net 
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
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