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Help celebrate Earth Day 2006, and show your support for Sauvie Island's Collins Beach!

On Saturday, April 22, ORCOBA members will help celebrate Earth Day, and participate in a large-scale clean-up and restoration of Sauvie Island’s public recreation areas and wildlife habitats. This event is hosted annually by the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife, as part of “SOLV-IT 2006”, one of the largest Earth Day projects in the nation. SOLV – an acronym for Stop Oregon Litter and Vandalism – is a non-profit organization established in 1969, bringing businesses, government agencies, and volunteers together for numerous environmental clean-up projects around the state. ODFW is the state agency responsible for management of all public lands on Sauvie Island, including Collins Beach, and has adopted the entire island for this Earth Day event. 

Mark Nebeker heads up ODFW’s Sauvie Island office. “Typically, we get around a hundred volunteers for this island-side event,” noted Nebeker. “We’re pleased to be able to count on the support and participation of ORCOBA members to help us have a positive impact on the island, particularly at Collins Beach.”

“Working with groups that have a stake in the island is always a big help to us,” adds Jennell Hoehne, Volunteer Coordinator for ODFW. “We were glad to hear that Mark Nebeker has asked ORCOBA to join us, and we are dedicating Collins Beach to ORCOBA for this event.”

The Earth Day event takes place from 9:00 am–1:00 pm on April 22, with a beach pot-luck/BBQ lunch following the clean-up. 



On Saturday, May 20, ORCOBA will host an additional Collins Beach clean-up as part of SOLV’s eleventh annual “Down by the Riverside” event. Last year, over 500 sites around the state were cleaned up by “Down by the Riverside” volunteers, removing over six million pounds of debris.

“We’re looking forward to ORCOBA’s involvement in ‘Down by the Riverside’,” notes Nancy Spieler, SOLV Program Coordinator. ODFW’s Jennell Hoehne added that since her agency has never hosted a “Down by the Riverside” clean-up project at Collins, they are pleased that SOLV has designated ORCOBA as project coordinator for this event.

SOLV will provide supplies and equipment for the clean-up, but it is recommended that you bring along some comfortable boots, and your own preferred work gloves. 

“Down by the Riverside” will get underway at 9:00 on May 20, near Entrance #2 on Collins Beach. A group beach pot-luck picnic is planned for participants following the clean-up. 



Everyone is invited to participate in either or both events, and all ages are welcome. Details, directions and updates are available on ORCOBA’s website at www.orcoba.org, or by emailing ORCOBA at info@orcoba.org. Anyone interested in participating is welcome to email info@orcoba.org to be placed on the update and notification list for these two events.

Participation in either event qualifies for a one-year contributing, card-carrying membership in ORCOBA ($15 value).



The season is winding down for the Nude Swims and Bare Bowling nights, sponsored by Hidden Springs Nudist Club. Just one opportunity for each event remains, until their return this fall. So if you’re thinking about attending these events, here are the final dates:
  Bare Bowling Night:  Sunday March 12    8pm-10pm
  Nude Swim Night:      Sunday April 9         7pm-9pm

The cost for Bare Bowling Night is $10, including shoe rental. Food and beverages are available. Held in Beaverton/Hillsboro area, OR; actual location to be disclosed to registrants.
The cost for Nude Swim Night is as follows:

TNS/AANR Members: $10 (In advance)

Non-members: $12.  (In advance)

At the door: $15 members, $17 non-members.

Children under 12 - free with parent or legal guardian.

The swim is held in the Portland/Vancouver area; actual location to be disclosed to registrants

Email c.brokke@verizon.net or call 503-699-5442 to register and receive information on actual location.



Nude Figure Drawing Event – Portland, March 18, 2006
Eden Water is hosting an art event at Common Ground Wellness Center on March 18, 2006 from 1-5pm. The first two hours will be an art display featuring local artists and showing the nude art of the human body. The second two hours will be an open figure drawing meeting, where you are invited to come and learn to sketch with us. Models, materials, and instruction will be provided. The first two hours will be textile -- the second two hours will be clothing optional. Light refreshments will be served. As space is limited please make a reservation. There will be no admission cost. Common Ground Wellness Center is the facility that hosts the Inner City Hot Tubs, a well-known Portland, Oregon clothing optional facility. To reserve your space, send an e-mail to edenwaterzine@yahoo.com today.


Join The Naturist Society

through ORCOBA!

You can join or renew your TNS membership as part of ORCOBA, and help your local naturist resources in the process. Membership rates are the same as joining through TNS directly:       

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP: $53 (1 year); $100 (2 years)

STUDENT/SENIORS : $43 (1 year); $80 (2 years)

(PER HOUSEHOLD)

TNS gives a portion of the membership fee back to affiliated clubs when members join through a club. For more info, visit the home page of our website at www.orcoba.org 

CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS

MARCH
4 – Restful Haven Social Night
                  Cards, games, etc.


    More info: www.restfulhaven.com

18 – Bare Spirits Meeting & Potluck 
                   Bare Spirits

                   Info: www.barespirits.com
12 – Bare Bowling Night – Season Finale!
                   8:00 – 10:00 pm – Beaverton/Hillsboro, OR.

    Info and registration: c.brokke@verizon.net
18 – St Patrick’s Toga & Murder Mystery Party
                    Restful Haven

     More info: www.restfulhaven.com
18 – Bare Spirits Meeting & Potluck 
                   Bare Spirits

                   Info: www.barespirits.com

18 – Mardi Gras Party in the Lodge
                  Squaw Mountain Ranch
    Info: www.squawmt.com
18 – Clothing-Optional Figure Drawing Session
                  Common Ground Wellness Center – Portland

                  1-5pm -- Info: email edenwaterzine@yahoo.com
LOOKING AHEAD  (“THE EVENT HORIZON”)

Apr. 1 – ORCOBA Meeting & Potluck (Tentative)

       Location TBA

       Info: info@orcoba.org 
Apr. 9 – Hidden Springs Nude Swim  - Season Finale!

       Location disclosed to registrants


       Info and registration: c.brokke@verizon.net
Apr. 22 – ORCOBA/ODFW/SOLV Earth Day Clean-up

       Collins Beach – Sauvie Island

       Info: www.orcoba.org 

May 20 – ORCOBA/SOLV “Down by the Riverside”

       Collins Beach – Sauvie Island


       Info: www.orcoba.org 
If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 
Quote for the Month

“What singular fact for an angel visitant to this earth to carry back in his note-book, that men were forbidden to expose their bodies under the severest penalties!”

                                               - Henry David Thoreau





Kicking around selected naturist-related questions & issues
Q. At the beach, is it better to confront people partaking in inappropriate activity, or report it to the authorities?

A. To begin with, it’s important to point out that there’s a difference between “confronting” and “educating”.
Many people who visit nude beaches, and are “caught” engaging in questionable or inappropriate behavior, simply aren’t aware that their actions are out of place and unwelcome.  This notion borders on incredulity in the minds of most genuine nudists, but it’s a valid concept, largely attributable to the proliferation of internet sites which portray nudism as a form of sexual freedom and expression. It’s disappointing, but not necessarily unsurprising, then, to encounter the occasional beachgoer engaged in unwelcome activity, who hadn’t realized it was unwelcome to begin with. This is where the concept of the “beach ambassador” becomes useful. Beach ambassadors, who are essentially nothing more than regular and long-time beachgoers who are committed to promoting and preserving the standards of family-oriented naturism, are ideally suited to the task of welcoming newcomers and helping to educate them as to the accepted “naturist code of conduct”, also known as “nude beach etiquette”. Additionally, the presence and involvement of beach ambassadors helps to reinforce the recognition of the existence of a true beach community. This alone helps to discourage unwelcome behavior on the beach, as the potential “perpetrators” become keenly aware that they are among a social group which watches out for each other. 

Beach ambassadors become skilled at communication and representation. When they approach someone who is causing some concern on the beach, it is done in a non-confrontational, non-prejudicial, non-threatening manner. If the activity in question involves something relatively minor, a friendly approach is used, and the person is welcomed to the beach and given a beach etiquette card, for example. The code of conduct is explained, without being accusatory. Statistically speaking, this “peer pressure” approach has favorable results over 95% of the time. In fact, about 20% of the individuals which were approached offered their appreciation for the chance to discuss things, and were appreciative of the fact that there was an active group of advocates in place among the beach community. For those few times when an individual becomes argumentative or belligerent with no satisfactory resolution, the matter is then referred to law enforcement.
For many, the first and often only inclination is to turn all matters over to the authorities. There are potentially several negative consequences to adopting this approach. First, it can create the impression of a “police state” mindset on the beach, where the perception is that everyone’s actions and behavior falls under the constant, watchful eye of the law, and everyone is subject to being put on the defensive for even an innocent, misinterpreted movement or activity. Second, the fallout of this sort of unfounded, negative reputation eventually spills into the true naturist community, resulting in gradually fewer nudists choosing it as their destination for nude recreation. Thirdly, it can, and eventually often does, tell the authorities that the nude beach is becoming labor-intensive with respect to enforcement and maintenance, and can ultimately lead to an official decision to discontinue nude use. Finally, it creates an artificially-induced increase in statistics involving reported inappropriate activity at the particular beach in question…which happens to be exactly

(continued in next column)
(continued from previous column)
the type of “ammunition” that our opponents and enemies want to have in their hands when they continue their attempts to close another nude beach down.
This last point is more of a threat than many realize. This is precisely the sort of statistical data that was subpoenaed by anti-nudism crusaders as part of their attempt to close Collins Beach down in 2001. Fortunately, they failed. Just this year, I was asked to provide information about local nude recreation, for a criminal case involving a person charged with indecent exposure at Rooster Rock. Part of the prosecution’s argument (and to which the defense was even prepared to concede) was that the incidence of inappropriate activity at Rooster Rock has been sharply increasing over the past two years, pointing to a growing problem and concern for authorities. I countered with my personal observation that the data was likely due to the growing trend among some nudists at Rooster Rock to report every instance of observed or suspected questionable behavior to the authorities, and was not in fact a true indication of an increasing number of problems at the park. I also added that at Collins Beach, where there is an active, cooperative effort between naturists and law enforcement to mitigate relatively minor issues at the beachgoer level, the incidence of reported problems is actually on a downturn. This brings up another important consideration – it’s essential that beach advocacy groups develop and adopt their “beach ambassador” policies in coordination with the law enforcement and land management agencies having jurisdictional authority over the beach. 
The point here is that there is no easy answer to the question. It is never wise or safe to take a vigilante approach, and choose to intervene in every problem; there obviously are some issues that must be left to the authorities. But there are viable alternatives to reporting everything, and avoiding several unanticipated negative consequences for the beach. 
And if you’re interested in finding out how you can help, or would like to consider becoming a “beach ambassador” yourself, contact us at info@orcoba.org or talk to one of our members on the beach. Our members are typically identified by our group’s yellow flag, as seen on our website. These individuals have made a personal pledge to help keep the beach environment safe, harmonious and fun for everyone. Similar successful programs are in place at popular nude beaches around the country, and they make a positive difference! 
                                                  Don  ~  ORCOBA Founder                                             
“Lines in the Sand” is a Q&A feature debuting in this issue; future issues will feature discussion centering on various naturist issues. If you have a question, comment, or thought, relevant to the local naturist scene, you are invited to submit it to us at info@orcoba.org for discussion here. The viewpoints and perspectives presented here are simply that, and not intended to be interpreted as law, “gospel” or the only way at looking at things. Divergent points of view are always welcome, when presented in a constructive, positive manner. 



Spring is here!
March 20th marks the Vernal Equinox

(10:26am Pacific Time, to be exact)
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Official, card-carrying ORCOBA memberships are available!  Basic annual memberships are available for a $15 minimum donation, or by participation in one or more qualifying activities sponsored by ORCOBA, such as an Adopt-A-Highway or beach cleanup. Other contributions of labor or time to ORCOBA’s mission will also be considered for qualification for membership as well. Members get a laminated card, and a discount on all ORCOBA merchandise. Additional benefits will be forthcoming, as we continue to grow and expand. Watch for updates on our website and Yahoo groups!

Or, you can join ORCOBA and The Naturist Society for the discounted price of $63/year (a $5 savings). This offer applies to TNS renewal memberships as well. TNS membership includes a full subscription to Nude & Natural Magazine, the premier naturist publication.

For more information or to request a membership application, email info@orcoba.org or check our website at www.orcoba.org 
Credit where credit is due…

It’s high time that I recognize Mike K. for all of the time and personal expense he puts into converting our newsletter into PDF format every month, as well as churning out a stack of printed color copies of each issue, using high-quality waterproof ink. The success of any member-driven group depends on the participation and support from the membership, and ORCOBA is no exception.  

Thanks Mike!



Help us make this newsletter more interesting! We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. 
If you experience difficulty downloading or viewing this graphics version of The Naked Eye, PDF and text-only versions are also available on our website at www.orcoba.org.  
If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

www.naturistsociety.com 
The Naturist Action Committee:

www.nac.oshkosh.net 
The Naturist Education Foundation:

www.nef.oshkosh.net 
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
© 2004 - 2006 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance
Vol. III  -  Issue 2                                             Page 1 of 4                                              March 2006

