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A STELLAR AUGUST!

The monthly weather summary says it all:

AUGUST 2005 WEATHER SUMMARY -  Portland, Oregon & SW Washington

TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  70.7  (2.2 degrees above  normal)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   83.3
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   58.1
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  94  (August 4)
LOWEST TEMPERATURE:  51  (August 24)
PRECIPITATION DATA

RAIN TOTAL FOR AUGUST:             1.05  Inches   (0.12 inches below normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:   18.51  Inches   (2.71 inches below normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:     1.05 Inches    (August 29)

SKY CONDITIONS

Number of Clear days:  18     Number of Partly Cloudy days: 21     Number of Cloudy days: 1
August Miscellany:  There were seven days in August with 90+ temperatures.

More than half of the days last month brought us clear and sunny skies. An inch of rain fell in one 24-hour period right before the Labor Day Weekend, accounting for the entire month’s rainfall. But one wet day out of the month is entirely acceptable! We are still a bit behind in our annual rainfall totals, but perhaps we’ll make it up during the final two months (and not before, hopefully!). 

Labor Day Weekend
ORCOBA and its members hosted a potluck barbeque at Collins Beach over all three days of Labor Day Weekend. Despite a few brief periods of seemingly gale force winds on Saturday and Sunday, the entire weekend was fun, festive and well-attended. Monday’s weather was the highlight, with sunny skies and warm sunshine all day long. 

ORCOBA members Jolly Roger and his wife (excuse me…Admiral ) Linda provided a base of operations in the form of a large canopy on the sand, with the mighty RoLin anchored just offshore. The American flag, accompanied by ORCOBA’s yellow flag and The Naturist Society’s blue flag, flew overhead throughout the weekend. 

Many people got the chance to meet members and learn more about our group and its activities. There were quite a few families from other areas of the Pacific Northwest who joined in on the fun. Lots of folks were drawn to the activity around the canopy and wanted more information about getting involved as members of the beach community. Several also expressed their intent to join The Naturist Society after learning about TNS’s philosophy and values related to naturism and our beaches. 

All in all, it was a great opportunity to enhance public relations, and build friendships. As tired as we all were by Monday evening, we were already talking about the next event, and hoping for an extended summer. 

A heartfelt thank you  goes out to every single one of you who participated by bringing a menu item, or helped us all finish off as much food as we could! We look forward to future get-togethers, and hope as many of you as possible can attend.

A SENSELESS ACT
Labor Day Weekend was not without its dark moments. During the evening hours of Saturday, September 3, someone chose to desecrate an icon of Collins Beach, known among the regulars as Tom’s Shack  or Tom’s Cabin. Tom himself was a regular fixture on the beach, often handing out fresh produce grown in his garden. The 2004 season was his last (in mortal form, at least) on Collins, following his passing last year. In his memory stood his “shack” – a collection of driftwood standing just back from water’s edge near Entrance 5, marking the spot where Tom spent his days on the beach. 

What happened on September 3rd was documented by our member Roger:

“It is with great sadness that I must report conditions around what some of the locals know as Tom's Cabin at the end of the trail starting at Gate 5 on Collins Beach.  For many years a structure of nature's most beautiful driftwood and logs had been arranged for wind cover on the dune we all pass by on our walks.  The smiling face of Tom was always there until his untimely demise last year.

“There was no moon out last night and the blazing fire from this location just got bigger until I could take it no more!  With binoculars I could see at least one person pitching more fuel into a fire that was far from friendly.  "[8:12 PM] Don, are you there?" I clicked on my laptop.  "This is Peggy, what's up?" My description prompted Don to call Larry and the fire department was dispatched/arrived 8:38 PM.  The fire was extinguished without damaging the tree line.  Tom's place is another story.  
“Examining the site early this morning it would appear that the structure was disassembled and burned along side a large log a few feet below.  Only a couple stakes and boards were not removed.  As I sat on the last piece remaining and gazed at Mt. St Helens off in the distance, it again became apparent why the structure was built at this location, location, location.  Not only are fires on the beach illegal but the act of burning this structure down violates every naturist bone in my body.  Sorry to have to share this on an otherwise beautiful Sunday morning but sometimes stuff happens.  Peace.”
               --  (Not so)  Jolly Roger

The obvious outsider who destroyed Tom’s monument was caught in the act by law enforcement authorities, and will at least answer to the infractions he committed with respect to beach regulations. His crime against Tom’s memory is, unfortunately, another matter.

Quote for the Month

"Clothes therefore, must be truly a badge of greatness; the insignia of the superiority of man over all other animals, for surely there could be no other reason for wearing the hideous things." 
--Tarzan (From Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs) 
JOIN TNS THROUGH ORCOBA!

You can join or renew your TNS membership as part of ORCOBA, and help your local naturist resources in the process. Membership rates are the same as joining through TNS directly:       

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP: $50 (1 year); $95 (2 years)

STUDENT/SENIORS : $40 (1 year); $75 (2 years)

(PER HOUSEHOLD)

TNS gives a portion of the membership fee back to affiliated clubs when members join through the club. For more info, visit the home page of our website at www.orcoba.org  

ORCOBA Memberships
Over the summer, we’ve had a rather overwhelming number of inquiries from people wanting to know how to join ORCOBA. Until now, membership in ORCOBA has been “ethereal”; that is, memberships were not based on any sort of established, tangible system. This was primarily due to our early efforts to define ORCOBA’s goals, priorities and policies before setting any form of membership system in stone. 

We are now in the process of developing a defined membership structure, which will allow people to become a “real” part of ORCOBA at their preferred level of involvement and interest. There will likely be two or three membership options, beginning with a basic yearly membership for a modest annual fee. Dues will go directly toward funding ORCOBA’s projects and activities, while providing members with tangible benefits and services for their money. 

All memberships will include a nice, laminated card identifying the holder as a member of ORCOBA. If nothing else, it works great as a tool for cleaning between one’s teeth in those hard-to-brush areas. (Okay, I’m being silly…but we want there to be real value associated with the cards, including letting all who see it know how dedicated its owner is toward the preservation and protection of family-oriented naturism. Members will also get discounted prices on the continually-expanding inventory of ORCOBA merchandise.

We’d like to hear your thoughts on what other ideas would make a membership worthwhile. Printed, mailed subscriptions to the newsletter? Discounts on products and services at naturist-friendly businesses? Member-only store items? Email us at info@orcoba.org and let us know what you’re thinking; all practical ideas will be considered. Thanks!
CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS  -  SEPTEMBER
10– Restful Haven Social Night
                    Cards, games, etc.

     
      Info: www.restfulhaven.com
10 – World Naked Gardening Day
                    More info: http://wngd.org/

17 – Western Round Up – Restful Haven


    Western BBQ, Texas Hold ‘Em Party with


     Pete Ford Trio

     Info: www.restfulhaven.com
24 – ORCOBA Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up #1
                 I-84 at Rooster Rock State Park


     Participants must have attended an orientation

                     and signed an ODOT liability release

24 – Restful Haven Social Night
                    Cards, games, etc.

     
      Info: www.restfulhaven.com
LOOKING AHEAD  (“THE EVENT HORIZON”)

Oct. 23  -  Hidden Springs Nude Swim Night


     Location disclosed to registrants


      Info and registration: Cbrokke@verizon.net
If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 
ORCOBA QUARTERLY GET-TOGETHERS
For those of you who missed our Adopt-A-Highway meeting on August 24, you missed a fun evening. We are planning to host future meetings combined with a pot-luck affair on a quarterly basis, probably holding them at willing members’ homes, restaurants, hot tub rental places, and so on. This will be a great way to break the winter doldrums and keep our nudism interests alive year ‘round. (Of course, clothes might be required in some settings, but we’ll do our best to concentrate on nudity-friendly venues.) 

Stay tuned for updates and details of ORCOBA get-togethers. And if you’d like to offer your home as a potential hosting venue for an occasional meeting, we’d love to hear from you. Settings in or around the Portland metro area will probably be most convenient to the largest number of people, but if you’re in an outlying area, that’s great too. (We’re in Canby, but we plan to host some get-togethers; it’s only a 30-minute drive from southeast Portland.) Drop us a line at info@orcoba.org if you are interested in hosting. 

These get-togethers will also provide the opportunity for those interested in participating in Adopt-A-Highway clean-ups to watch the required ODOT safety video. ODOT requires that this 20-minute video be viewed by everyone before they may participate in a clean-up.

NUDE SWIM NIGHTS

The Hidden Springs swim night in April was a big success, thanks to the hard work of many. Thanks to that success, and good feelings all around, the swims will continue!! (Location will be disclosed to those that plan to be there.)

Swim Night Dates:

October 23, 2005         December 4, 2005             February 12, 2006            April 9, 2006

The swims have been moved to Sunday evenings. That allows the nude swims to start earlier, without having to wait for regular patrons of the club to leave. The cost has been reduced to encourage more to attend! 

TNS/AANR Members: $10 (In advance)   Non-members: $12.  (In advance)

At the door: $15 members, $17 non-members.  
Children under 12 free with parent or legal guardian.

For more info, email Cbrokke@verizon.net

SAFETY WHISTLES

We have received our initial stock of safety whistles, imprinted with ORCOBA, for use by beachgoers in case of emergency or when someone’s safety is threatened. Whistles include a coil wrist bracelet. Whistles will be distributed free of charge on an individual, case-by-case basis, to individuals found to have a genuine need. (A typical example would be a single female who has experienced past harassment by lurkers.) Whistles may also be purchased for $2 (plus $1 shipping if ordered by mail) to cover costs, so we can maintain a supply of whistles. We’ll have them available on our website by September 15.

The whistle concept is used at other beaches with highly effective results.  We thank the several generous members who contributed to the start-up fund, which made this program possible. 

World Naked Gardening Day is September 10!     Learn more…check out wngd.org

Be a part of this newsletter!

Help us make this newsletter more interesting! We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. Priority for space will be given to items pertaining to Collins Beach or Rooster Rock, but all topics related to family-friendly naturism are welcomed.

If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.

Our official website: www.orcoba.org      To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website: www.naturistsociety.com
The Naturist Action Committee: www.nac.oshkosh.net
The Naturist Education Foundation: www.nef.oshkosh.net
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