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Better late than never…!

July’s weather has more than made up for the wet, cool spring that seemed to linger forever:

JULY 2005 WEATHER SUMMARY

Portland, Oregon & SW Washington

TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  70.3          (2.2 degrees above  normal)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   81.5
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   59.1
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  93  (July 18 & 27)
LOWEST TEMPERATURE:  55  (July 3 & 24)
PRECIPITATION DATA

RAIN TOTAL FOR JULY:                   0.41 Inches          (0.31 inches below normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:   17.46 Inches          (2.83 inches below normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:    0.24 Inches          (July 7-8)

SKY CONDITIONS

Number of Clear days:  15
Number of Partly Cloudy days: 10
Number of Cloudy days: 6
_______________________________________________________________

July Miscellany

Rainfall total for July was approximately half of normal.
Let’s enjoy the sun, but let’s not forget the fire danger that accompanies the good weather. This year is particularly bad, as the prolonged spring resulted in extra growth of grass and weeds. Now that all of it is drying out, potential fire conditions are even worse that normal for this time of year. And things will likely get even more so as the season progresses.

The Bucket Brigade
So…why harp on the fire danger, you may ask? Well, for one thing, it’s my job in my “real” life! And for another, had it not been for a wary observer last month, Collins Beach may very well have fallen victim to a careless visitor. On a hot weekend day, a large fallen tree trunk on the sand near entrance 2 was seen smoldering, just a few feet away from a patch of dry grass and brush, which in turn bordered a large stand of cottonwood trees. Four of us went for a closer look, and discovered that the tree trunk was actively burning on its underside. About three feet away, an area of sand was actually smoking, and after we dug the area out we found that a second fire was burning as well. Someone had built an illegal campfire with driftwood, then threw several bottles and cans on it, and covered the pit up with sand. The wood had apparently been burning for days, since several boaters that had been tied up overnight reported no previous fire activity over the weekend. The glass bottles had shattered from the heat, leaving hundreds of hot shards concealed in the sand. It was a miracle that some curious youngster hadn’t already been drawn to the smoke, and suffered deep foot burns and lacerations. 

The four of us scrounged up some buckets, and after a half-hour, we had extinguished the fires with river water, and removed the broken glass and trash. Had it been allowed to burn, not only would someone likely have been hurt, but the hot windy conditions more than likely would have blown embers into the dry grass and trees a mere few feet away. 

Thanks go to Kyle, David and Mike for helping to keep the beach safe that day. And to the thoughtless person(s) who caused the problem in the first place…well, I won’t print my thoughts here.

Collins Hosts a Friend from Brazil!

On July 31st, ORCOBA played host to Claudio Dias, a fellow naturist from Brazil. Claudio is the founder of Naturists from Sao Paulo's Interior, a naturist group affiliated with the Brazilian Naturism Federation. His group is quite similar to our own, both in its goals and activities, and its affiliation with a national organization. Claudio contacted our group in the hopes of being able to visit one of our CO beaches during his short visit to Portland on business. He was also eager to learn more about ORCOBA and TNS, and about naturism in the United States. This was an opportunity not to be missed, so we were pleased that Claudio was willing to spend a Sunday afternoon recovering from jet lag on the beach.

Claudio had spent 26 hours getting to Portland, yet was enthusiastic about getting out to the beach as soon as he hit town. This was his first time on the West Coast of the United States, and he couldn't have picked a better day for a beach trip. His wife unfortunately had to remain home, as she was expecting their first child together and was on strict orders by her doctor to stay on the ground.

As soon as Claudio called to say he was in town, we went to his hotel and brought him out to the beach. Before even reaching the beach, he observed that Oregon was very "green" compared to what he had seen of other parts of the country. I replied that if he had happened to be visiting us just a few months ago, he'd understand why!

We parked and headed down the beach toward the center of festivities by the volleyball courts. Along the way, Claudio noted the ever-present gawkers lined up under the trees, and remarked about an identical problem on Brazil's beaches. Out of thousands of beaches in Brazil, only ten are nude. Naturist groups like Claudio's create designated areas on the beach for people who become uncomfortable or bothered by inappropriate behavior, or are seeking help of some sort. Claudio was very interested in our Yellow Flag program and felt it might be a better option for their own beaches, so we gave him a flag and some information to take back to Brazil.

Mark Storey and Kathy Blanchard had also come from Seattle to meet Claudio and spend the day with the Collins crowd. Around 4:30, the afternoon potluck got underway, a worthy follow-up to the 

(continued on next page)

morning's Champagne brunch hosted by the Blue Moon Brunch Bunch (a Collins tradition which celebrated its first anniversary that day). Claudio experienced his first barbequed hamburger ever - a North American staple which seems to be more of a rarity south of the equator.

Throughout the afternoon, Claudio shared much about naturism in his country, and learned a lot about ours. Mark was also able to talk with him at length for an upcoming article in N Magazine. And as the sun began to set, we took one last stroll down the length of the beach, before it was time to pack up for the day.

Another wonderful day, one in which new friends were made and international relationships were forged! The Collins crowd did a typically impressive job of representing the naturist community to our counterparts from afar. Thanks to everybody involved for making it happen!

Check our website at www.orcoba.org and go to the Photo Gallery page for photos from the day. 

Quote for the Month

"Being natural and matter-of-fact about nudity prevents your children from developing an attitude of shame or disgust about the human body. If parents are very secretive about their bodies and go to great lengths to prevent their children from ever seeing a buttock or breast, children will wonder what is so unusual, and even alarming, about human nudity."

                                 





     - Dr. Lee Salk, Psychiatrist

JOIN TNS THROUGH ORCOBA!

You can join or renew your TNS membership as part of ORCOBA, and help your local naturist resources in the process. Membership rates are the same as joining through TNS directly:       

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP: $50 (1 year); $95 (2 years)

STUDENT/SENIORS : $40 (1 year); $75 (2 years)

(PER HOUSEHOLD)

TNS gives a portion of the membership fee back to affiliated clubs when members join through the club. For more info, visit the home page of our website at www.orcoba.org  

TNS Northwest Festival Review

The Naturist Society held its annual Northwest Naturist Festival at Sun Meadow Resort in Worley, Idaho, on July 7-10. The four-day event was filled with workshops of all sorts, with so much to do and not enough time to do it in. We attended the festival and conducted three workshops - An introduction to ORCOBA with Updates on Collins Beach and Rooster Rock; a Beach Emergency workshop on recognizing and dealing with common outdoor emergencies; and a class on making simple windscreens for the beach. We participated in a TNS Round Table discussion, providing the opportunity to look at ways in which TNS might grow and become an even more effective resource to its members and affiliated groups, and to naturism in general.  We also took part in a panel discussion about naturist resources and opportunities around the Pacific Northwest, representing Oregon on the panel.

We hope everyone gets the opportunity to visit Sun Meadow and experience it for themselves! Go to www.sunmeadow.org  for more information.

CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS

AUGUST

9 – Women-Only Hot-tub Talk/Intro to Nudism

                    Hidden Springs Club

     
       Info: www.hiddenspringsnudist.org
20 – Hawaiian Night


    Restful Haven

     Info: www.restfulhaven.com

19-21 - Squaw Mountain Music Festival

                    Squaw Mountain Ranch

                    Info:  www.squawmt.com

25 – ORCOBA Adopt-A-Highway Meeting

               7:00 pm; email for location

                 Info: info@orcoba.org

LOOKING AHEAD  (“THE EVENT HORIZON”)

Sept. 3-4-5  -  Labor Day Weekend!

If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 

ORCOBA ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY UPDATE

For everyone interested in participating in ORCOBA's Adopt-A-Highway project, a safety and orientation meeting has been scheduled for the evening of Thursday, August 25th. This meeting is required by the Oregon Dept. of Transportation for all individuals participating in any group highway cleanup. It consists of viewing a 20-minute video covering ODOT safety rules and cleanup procedures. Once you have viewed the video and signed the form stating so, you are eligible to participate in group cleanup parties.

The location of the meeting will be at the home of members Roger and Linda, in southeast Portland. The meeting will be combined with a group pot-luck BBQ to make it a fun evening. (And if you have seen first-hand the spread that Roger & Linda put on for the legendary Sunday brunches and potlucks at Collins Beach, you will want to make this meeting!). During this meeting, a date for our first cleanup will be determined by group consensus, likely during the month of September. Our highway section is the two-mile stretch of I-84 between Rooster Rock State Park and the Corbett exit.

To sign up for the meeting, email us at info@orcoba.org with your name(s) and the number of persons attending. You will then be emailed the address of the meeting a week or so before the date. (Signing up does not obligate you to attend, but we'd like an idea of the numbers planning to attending the meeting.) If you can't stay the entire evening, you are welcome to stay just for the video. Multiple viewing opportunities will be available that evening, so late arrivals may be accommodated without a problem. If you genuinely wish to participate in future cleanups but cannot make this meeting, please let us know and we'll make alternate arrangements for you to view the required video.

For more information about ORCOBA's Adopt-A-Highway project, feel free to email us at info@orcoba.org.

Hope to see you there!

NUDE SWIM NIGHTS RETURN THIS FALL! 

The Hidden Springs swim night in April was a big success, thanks to the hard work of many. Thanks to that success, and good feelings all around, the swims will continue!! (Location will be disclosed to those that plan to be there.)

Swim Night Dates:    October 23, 2005         December 4, 2005        February 12, 2006            April 9, 2006

The swims have been moved to Sunday evenings. That allows the nude swims to start earlier, without having to wait for regular patrons of the club to leave. The cost has been reduced to encourage more to attend! 

TNS/AANR Members: $10 (In advance)

Non-members: $12.  (In advance)

At the door: $15 members, $17 non-members.

Children under 12 free with parent or legal guardian.

For more info, email Cbrokke@verizon.net

Be a part of this newsletter!

Help us make this newsletter more interesting! We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. Priority for space will be given to items pertaining to Collins Beach or Rooster Rock, but all topics related to family-friendly naturism are welcomed.

If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.

Our official website: www.orcoba.org      To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website: www.naturistsociety.com
The Naturist Action Committee: www.nac.oshkosh.net
The Naturist Education Foundation: www.nef.oshkosh.net
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