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Spring is here!
Spring arrived on March 20th, and despite the cold, wet weather lingering around, signs of spring are upon us. Warm weather can’t be far away! If you’re itching to find an excuse to get out to the beach early this year, we offer two good opportunities this month and next; read on:
ORCOBA PARTNERS WITH ODFW & SOLV FOR SPRING CLEAN-UPS

ORCOBA is hosting two official clean-ups at Collins Beach during the month of April, in partnership with the Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife and SOLV. While the two clean-ups are just a month apart, there will still be plenty to do on both dates. ODFW and SOLV regard us as an important asset– not only for Collins Beach but for Sauvie Island in general, so we are planning on extending our clean-up efforts to adjacent Walton Beach and the parking lot, for those who wish to participate there as well. 

On Saturday, April 22, ORCOBA members will help celebrate Earth Day, and participate in a large-scale clean-up and restoration of Sauvie Island’s public recreation areas and wildlife habitats. This event is hosted annually by the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife, as part of “SOLV-IT 2006”, one of the largest Earth Day projects in the nation. SOLV – an acronym for Stop Oregon Litter and Vandalism – is a non-profit organization established in 1969, bringing businesses, government agencies, and volunteers together for numerous environmental clean-up projects around the state. ODFW is the state agency responsible for management of all public lands on Sauvie Island, including Collins Beach, and has adopted the entire island for this Earth Day event. 
Mark Nebeker heads up ODFW’s Sauvie Island office. “Typically, we get a total of around a hundred volunteers for this island-wide event,” noted Nebeker. “We’re pleased to be able to count on the support and participation of ORCOBA members to help us have a positive impact on the island, particularly at Collins Beach.”

“Working with groups that have a stake in the island is always a big help to us,” adds Jennell Hoehne, Volunteer Coordinator for ODFW. “We were glad to hear that Mark Nebeker has asked ORCOBA to join us, and we are dedicating Collins Beach to ORCOBA for this event.”

The Earth Day event takes place from 9:00 am–1:00 pm on April 22, with a beach pot-luck/BBQ lunch following the clean-up. 
Then, on Saturday, May 20, ORCOBA will host an additional Collins Beach clean-up as part of SOLV’s eleventh annual “Down by the Riverside” event. Last year, over 500 sites around the state were cleaned up by “Down by the Riverside” volunteers, removing over six million pounds of debris.

“We’re looking forward to ORCOBA’s involvement in ‘Down by the Riverside’,” notes Nancy Spieler, SOLV Program Coordinator. ODFW’s Jennell Hoehne added that since her agency has never hosted a “Down by the Riverside” clean-up project at Collins, they are pleased that SOLV has designated ORCOBA as project coordinator for this event.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

SOLV will provide supplies and equipment for the clean-up, but it is recommended that you bring along some comfortable boots, and your own preferred work gloves. 
 “Down by the Riverside” will get underway at 9:00 on May 20, near Entrance #2 on Collins Beach. A group beach pot-luck picnic is planned for participants following the clean-up. 

Everyone is invited to participate in either or both events, and all ages are welcome. Details, directions and updates are available on ORCOBA’s website at www.orcoba.org, or by emailing ORCOBA at info@orcoba.org. Anyone interested in participating is welcome to email info@orcoba.org to be placed on the update and notification list for these two events.

Participation in either event qualifies for a one-year contributing, card-carrying membership in ORCOBA ($15 value).



ORCOBA POT-LUCK
ORCOBA’s third group meeting & potluck is April 1st, at Mike & Kathy K.’s home in Aloha, OR. (Hopefully everyone was able to get this information before now, in our ORCOBA & NWFunintheSun Yahoo groups and on the website.) It’s our goal to organize future meetings on more or less a quarterly basis, utilizing the homes of members who are interested in hosting one of these get-togethers from time to time. The intent of these meetings is primarily to provide another excuse for a social gathering, particularly when the weather precludes a day on the beach! Each event will have a food theme to it; our first meeting featured a turkey BBQ at Roger & Linda’s place; the second was home to the infamous chili cook-off at Kyle’s; this month’s will be a spaghetti feed. Also on the agenda will be discussion of ORCOBA’s upcoming activities, goals and direction, including preliminary planning for our next Adopt-A-Highway clean-up by Rooster Rock State Park. These meetings also offer the opportunity to view the ODOT safety video which is required of all participants in any Adopt-A-Highway clean-up. More info: email info@orcoba.org 



Kim’s Passing

Our beach has lost another family member. Many of you knew a gent named Kim, a tanned, thinly built fellow who could always be found down by the volleyball courts, hanging out with the likes of Kyle, Mike, Hairy Homer, David and the rest of gang. Kim lost his battle with a lengthy illness during the last week of March. 

 

Kim was introduced to Collins Beach a few years ago, as a result of Kyle's efforts to get him out of the house more, and start enjoying more of what life has to offer. The beach community at Collins had the usual immediate effect on Kim, as it does with almost every new visitor, and he soon became a regular fixture. 

 

I only got to know Kim toward the end of this past summer, and I'm sorry to have lost the opportunity to get to know him better. He contributed an upbeat, laid-back personality to the beach crowd, and it was clear that he was enjoying every minute on the beach under the sun with his naturist friends. 

 

It's always sad to lose one of our own, of course...but that cycle of life obviously goes on, and when a life has included some sand and sun time in tune with nature, it gives us one more reason to be thankful for the time we are allotted on planet Earth.





         





-  Don



Quote for the Month

"Around my house clothing is optional, and shoes in particular, seem to have a hard time staying on my children. As I sit here in this swanky hotel room in a Bob Marley T-Shirt and a pair of jeans with my bare feet dangling over an antique desk putting off the time until I have to get up & get dressed to go to dinner, I wonder where my children get this aversion to clothing & footwear?"
                                                         


 - Jimmy Buffett

NUDE SWIM NIGHT – SEASON FINALE!
Sponsored by Hidden Springs Nudist Club, the final Portland/Vancouver nude swim for the season is quickly approaching:  Sunday April 9 -  7pm-9pm

TNS/AANR Members: $10 (In advance)     Non-members: $12.  (In advance)

At the door: $15 members, $17 non-members.

Children under 12 - free with parent or legal guardian.

The swim is held in the Portland/Vancouver area; actual location to be disclosed to registrants

Email c.brokke@verizon.net or call 503-699-5442 to register and receive information on actual location.


ORCOBA at NAC’s Discovery Park Beach Project  - by Mark Storey, NAC
Greetings ORCOBA:

The March 18 installment of the NAC Discovery Beach Project--co-hosted by The SLUGS--turned out better than I had hoped. Even thought the weather started out really iffy, 21 naturists, nudists, and other skinny-dipping enthusiasts arrived for a clothed beach cleanup of South Beach. At least two of those hardworking volunteers were ORCOBA's own Don and Peggy Zirbel. With all that ORCOBA has going at Sauvie Island and Rooster Rock, and especially with all of the organized beach cleanups slated for this spring and summer, I was impressed that Don and Peggy could find the time--and were willing to make the long drive--to join us. Thanks guys!! Kathy and I hope to do the same and join you folks for your May cleanup at Sauvie Island.

Don and Peggy almost got lost in our crowd, though. The Parks & Rec folks were hoping for 10-15 volunteers, but were delighted and surprised that 21 of us showed up. Our lead docent told us that it was the largest and most effective beach cleanup that particular stretch of beach has ever seen. Way to go!

It was fun to hear various naturists explain who we were to the city docents leading us and to the other volunteers who joined us this Saturday morning. I had made clear that the Naturist Action Committee was a naturist group whose mission was to advance and defend the clothing-optional use of public and private lands, but that for THIS particular project, we just wanted to be good, neighborly citizens and work with the city to make the North and South Beaches of Discovery Park a healthier place for all to enjoy. Seattle officials were happy to hook up wit NAC, but it took all morning and some humorous conversations to get the word out to each individual city employee and volunteer we worked with.

I found it odd what impressed those working with the city. As we were leaving the Visitor Center on our way to pizza afterwards, the lady at the front desk was telling another docent from another group how "organized" we were in the giving away of our TNS prizes, how we all showed up on time, how we all simply did what we were asked to do, and did so with a smile. It all seemed like naturist business as usual to me, but apparently the city finds many volunteer groups to be a bit of a chore to work with. I'm 100% delighted with the initial impression naturists have made on the multiple levels of Seattle Parks & Rec Department. This can only serve us well in the future.

The second of four NAC Discovery Beach Project days is Saturday, April 22, 2006. We've already got a few people signed up for that day, but can use a few more. The Body Freedom Collaborative will be co-hosting this April 22 day with NAC (thanks BFC!!), but we expect a wide variety of naked-minded folk to take part again. I THINK we'll be pulling blackberry vines from the North Beach area. I'll confirm this and announce what I know as April 22 draws near. Those who simply cannot abide the idea of pulling blackberries will surely be able to lend a hand with normal beach cleanup, as opposed to the detailed, on-your-knees collection of sand-sized pieces of Styrofoam we "enjoyed" this past Saturday. (Ugh! That was the hardest beach cleanup I've ever done...still it was fun to be around so many good-natured people. I STILL want a signed letter of thanks from a flock of birds. Apparently they eat the Styrofoam and get poisoned by it.)

I'll send more information on April 22 later. For now, thanks to all who participated.

Big cheers!

Mark Storey

Naturist Action Committee

www.naturistaction.org



CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS  -  APRIL

1 – ORCOBA Quarterly Meeting & Potluck
                Spaghetti feed theme


 More info: info@orcoba.org 

1 – Restful Haven Social Night
Cards, games, etc.


More info: www.restfulhaven.com

1-2 – AANR-NW Spring Board Meeting
Squaw Mountain Ranch

9 – Hidden Springs Nude Swim  - Season Finale!

Location disclosed to registrants


Info and registration: c.brokke@verizon.net
15 – Restful Haven General Meeting & Dinner
               More info: www.restfulhaven.com

15 – Willamettans Pre-pool Opening/Sock Hop
               More info: www.efn.org/~willies/

22 – ORCOBA/ODFW/SOLV Earth Day Clean-up


       Collins Beach – Sauvie Island


       Info: www.orcoba.org 

22 – NAC Discovery Beach Project - Seattle


       Work Party #2 


       Info: www.orcoba.org 

LOOKING AHEAD  (“THE EVENT HORIZON”)

May 20 – ORCOBA/SOLV “Down by the Riverside”


       Collins Beach – Sauvie Island


       Info: www.orcoba.org 
If you have a club or group event you’d like to announce, please send it along to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add it to our newsletter and website calendars. 



ORCOBA MEMBERSHIPS

Official, card-carrying ORCOBA memberships are available!  Basic annual memberships are available for a $15 minimum donation, or by participation in one or more qualifying activities sponsored by ORCOBA, such as an Adopt-A-Highway or beach cleanup. Other contributions of labor or time to ORCOBA’s mission will also be considered for qualification for membership as well. Members get a laminated card, and a discount on all ORCOBA merchandise. Additional benefits will be forthcoming, as we continue to grow and expand. Watch for updates on our website and Yahoo groups!

Or, you can join ORCOBA and The Naturist Society for the discounted price of $63/year (a $5 savings). This offer applies to TNS renewal memberships as well. TNS membership includes a full subscription to Nude & Natural Magazine, the premier naturist publication.

For more information or to request a membership application, email info@orcoba.org or check our website at www.orcoba.org 

Join The Naturist Society through ORCOBA!

You can join or renew your TNS membership as part of ORCOBA, and help your local naturist resources in the process. Membership rates are the same as joining through TNS directly:       

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP: $53 (1 year); $100 (2 years)     STUDENT/SENIORS : $43 (1 year); $80 (2 years)

(PER HOUSEHOLD)

TNS gives a portion of the membership fee back to affiliated clubs when members join through a club. For more info, visit the home page of our website at www.orcoba.org 



BE A PART OF THIS NEWSLETTER!

Help us make this newsletter more interesting! We’d like to include your stories and reports of beach visits in upcoming issues of this newsletter. If you’d like to contribute something, please email us at info@orcoba.org with your submission for consideration. 

If you experience difficulty downloading or viewing this graphics version of The Naked Eye, PDF and text-only versions are also available on our website at www.orcoba.org.  

If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org

The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.

Our official website: www.orcoba.org      To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website: www.naturistsociety.com    

The Naturist Action Committee: www.nac.oshkosh.net
The Naturist Education Foundation: www.nef.oshkosh.net
© 2004 - 2005 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance

Vol. III  -  Issue 3       
                                            Page 1 of 5                                                           April  2006


