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The Beach Scene in Review
Mother Nature showed us her mean streak during the month of August…we had some nice days, but also a bunch of dreary ones. And as luck would have it, many of those days conveniently fell on the weekends. 
AUGUST 2004 WEATHER
Portland, Oregon

TEMPERATURE DATA
(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  71.5

(3.0 DEGREES ABOVE NORMAL)
AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   82.3

AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   60.7
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  99  (August 9th)

LOWEST  TEMPERATURE:  57  (August 1st & 2nd)
NUMBER OF 90+ DEGREE DAYS: 5

PRECIPITATION DATA
RAIN TOTAL FOR AUGUST: 2.68 Inches

(1.75 Inches above Normal )


 TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:  16.97 Inches

(4.25 Inches below normal) 


 GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL: 1.41 Inches

 (August 21-22)
Monthly precipitation of 2.68 inches was the fourth largest for Portland in the month of August since 1941. It was also the fifth largest for the month of August dating back to 1871, the beginning of official weather record-keeping in Portland.
So...let’s hope September is a bit friendlier to us sun-lovers! Generally speaking, the consensus is that we’ll have somewhat cooler than normal temperatures to contend with for the month of September here in Portland, but that doesn’t mean it will be a lousy beach month by any means. And on the plus side, the sand will be easier to walk on barefooted!
Rooster Rock State Park

Visitor numbers at Rooster Rock’s clothing-optional section increased noticeably during the month of August, compared to the crowds in the earlier months. A sure sign that family naturism is beginning to return in force! Equally encouraging are the reports from several Parks Dept. workers that the incidence of inappropriate activity has fallen recently. Employees commented that they haven’t received the “usual” number of complaints from beach users, and routine patrols of the beach have resulted in fewer “surprises” in the brush. 
Several volunteer groups have organized and coordinated events at Rooster Rock over the summer, helping to promote recognition of “The Rock” as a great spot for family-friendly nude recreation. The Parks Dept. is installing volleyball facilities and other attractive improvements, and have been placing new signage on the trails to help visitors find their way around.
Sauvie Island (Collins Beach)

As mentioned previously, the weather helped to keep the numbers down a bit at Collins Beach over the past month, but it was still a popular destination for many people. Unofficial reports of inappropriate behavior seemed to be down as well, compared to earlier in the season. Part of the reason may well be due to the pro-activeness of many people to discourage inappropriate activity. There’s a tangible change occurring among the beach community in general, with little tolerance for the types of things that have no place on the beach. I’ve even received a couple of “hate emails” from people that are angry that the beach they once used for “romantic getaways” (not the term they actually used) is now “being taken over by prudes”. I’m hoping that they absorbed at least some of the two-page response I sent them, explaining what the beach scene is actually about, and that sexual activity is illegal there, and that nudes are not prudes by any means, and so on. But no matter…the important thing is, the message is getting out, and it’s making a difference. The individuals that can’t or won’t respect the enforcement of the principles of naturism - and the laws that govern nude beaches - have no business being there anyway.
What about next year?
The 2004 season can be considered a “warm-up lap” in the big race. Over the past two summers, the foundation has been put in place by numerous organizations, official agencies and individuals to make significant positive changes at both beaches, particularly Rooster Rock. Not only are things physically changing for the better, public awareness and perception of naturism is gaining major ground, at local and national levels. 

The momentum we’ve achieved doesn’t necessarily need to die down as the weather turns cold and gray. There are a lot of things we can do to keep things rolling, even something as simple as an impromptu beach clean-up and BBQ for a group of a few energetic friends. Why should a little rain or wind discourage us…after all, we’re northwesterners!  Granted, it might get a bit too cold to strip down, but it beats staying at home raking leaves or cleaning gutters! (
ORCOBA plans to put together a few “semi-events” over the winter at Rooster Rock, including a trail maintenance party or two. There are also some things in the planning stages for Collins Beach as well, to be announced as they come to fruition. We hope you’ll join us when you can!

Random Thoughts 
ORCOBA is making it into the spotlight! We are now listed in N Magazine as a participating group of the Naturist Society. (Check Page 101 in the current issue, No. 24-1). There’s also a small write-up in the Updates feature on Page 22 about the yellow flag program. 
I’m still fine-tuning this newsletter format, to make it more informative and interesting for everyone. If you have any ideas, suggestions or comments as to how we might make it better, please email us at info@orcoba.org and let me know. 

We encourage everyone to visit our Forum page on the ORCOBA website, and register as a user. It’s a free service available to everyone, and is a great way to communicate with the group. We also maintain two Yahoo groups which we invite everyone to join. The URLs to these and other sites are listed on the next page. 

Readers are also welcome to submit items of interest to us for inclusion in this newsletter. Submitted items should be appropriate and relevant to Sauvie Island or Rooster Rock, such as planned picnics, work parties, news of something going on…that sort of thing. 

If you would like to receive future newsletters via email. Please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

In Other News…

ORCOBA is based in Oregon, and our primary focus is the preservation of nude recreation at Oregon’s two CO beaches. But we fully support the efforts to bring similar resources to other places in the Pacific Northwest region as well. One such effort is being driven by the Seattle Free Beach Campaign. Their ultimate goal is the establishment of an officially-designated CO beach at Seattle’s Discovery Park. Washington State currently lacks public lands officially designated for clothing-optional recreation.
The success of such endeavors depends largely on the backing and support from the public, naturists and otherwise. We encourage everyone to support this cause, and visit their website at 

http://seattlebeaches.org
Thank you all for your continued support of our group and its efforts. We look forward to the future, and our continued involvement as an active advocacy group in the naturist community.

~  Don & Peggy Zirbel
ORCOBA Founders

The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

http://www.naturistsociety.com/
The Naturist Action Committee:

http://www.nac.oshkosh.net/
The Naturist Education Foundation:
http://www.nef.oshkosh.net/
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:
CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
© 2004 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance
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