Vol. I - Issue 4


                                                                              November/December 2004

[image: image3.png]ORCUEA




The Month in Review
Weather-wise, October was not all that bad a month, all things considered:
OCTOBER 2004 WEATHER SUMMARY
Portland, Oregon & SW Washington
TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  56.3
       (2.0 DEGREES ABOVE NORMAL)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   64.0
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   48.6
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  81  (Oct. 1 & 13)
LOWEST  TEMPERATURE:  38  (Oct. 25)
PRECIPITATION DATA
RAIN TOTAL FOR OCTOBER:          3.36 Inches

        (0.48 inches above normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:  21.36 Inches
        (4.39 inches below normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:    0.72 Inches
        (October 8)
SKY CONDITIONS

Number of Clear days:  5
Number of Partly Cloudy days: 10
Number of Cloudy days: 16
____________________________________________________________
Miscellany
October 13:  The daily high temperature of 81 degrees
 was the warmest maximum on record for Oct. 13.
Previous record: 78 (1991)

Although the average maximum temperature was seven degrees cooler than in September, October had twice as many 80+ degree days. (Well, two is twice as many as one). The number of clear days was the same, at five. All in all, summer left us in dignified fashion. 
“So…what are we gonna do now???”

Lots!
There’s no reason to give naturism up for the next few months. Pacific Northwesterners have a lot to choose from year-round when it comes to clothing-optional recreation. Common knowledge, to be sure…but sometimes we lose sight of all the things we can do to get us through the gray months. So now’s a good time to toss around some ideas.

· Visit one or more nudist clubs in the region. Most, if not all, welcome non-member guests to their facilities, and it’s a great opportunity to check out what they have to offer. Many clubs schedule holiday events that are open to all. Check out the schedule of upcoming Thanksgiving events in this issue.

· Make a trip or two to one of the natural hot springs in Oregon, Washington or Idaho. Nothing beats a relaxing soak in mineral water under a soft rain. And one thing we have an abundant supply of is rain!

· Plan a group get-together at one of the hot tub rental spots around Portland or Vancouver. Several are clothing-optional and naturist-friendly, including Open Air Hot Tubs and Inner City Hot Springs in Portland, and Uptown Village in Vancouver. Just be sure to call ahead to confirm availability and policies.                      
· Think about a nude hike on public land. The possibilities are endless, and totally legal. Post a message in one of the naturist groups and see about getting a group together for a day hike somewhere. 
Happy Thanksgiving!


NUDIST THANKSGIVING EVENTS

AROUND THE NORTHWEST

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

November 6

Kaniksu Ranch (WA) http://www.kaniksufamily.com/
  (Held off-site…check their website for details.)

November 20
Restful Haven (OR)    http://www.restfulhaven.com/
Squaw Mountain Ranch  (OR)   http://www.squawmt.com/
Willamettans  (OR)  http://www.efn.org/~willies/
Lake Bronson  (WA)  http://www.lakebronson.com/
Sun Meadow Resort  (ID)  http://www.sunmeadow.org/
_______________________________________

Information is current as of 11/01/04. Other clubs may post additional events during the month of November. For a full listing of links to nudist clubs in Oregon, Washington and Idaho, visit the Links section on our website at http://www.orcoba.org/wst_page9.html
www.ORCOBA.org Website News
Beginning in late October, I started using a new online service to track stats regarding our website. I wished I had done this earlier, as the info is quite amazing. The first thing I learned was that our original hit counter was inaccurate, and was apparently only capturing about 10-20% of the hits to the site. Some other cool statistics are now available as well - the country, state and city of visitors to the site; how they found our site (referring link); what pages are most visited, and for how long – and all sorts of other interesting stuff. Our site is heavily visited by people from all over the globe; this week I saw stats from visitors in the Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan, to name a couple.
Granted, ORCOBA is a local group with a local focus…but if our site sends a positive message out to the rest of the world about our beaches here in Oregon, and about naturism in general, so much the better. Based on the data coming in regarding the various countries from which our website visitors hail, I’ve also added a translation feature for several languages.
Refining the website is a never-ending process. I’m somewhat limited by the templates that are in place with the design system we’re using, but I’m learning to work around a lot of the limitations. Recently, I added a Reading Room page, with links to numerous online articles and writings about nudism and naturism from a positive, family-oriented perspective. This collection will likely continue to grow as I weed through the pile of links and references that I have amassed over the years. 
I have also added a guestbook to the website, and I encourage everyone to take a minute the next time they visit, and drop a note there. It’s accessible near the bottom of the home page…at least right now, until I get my next urge to move things around again!
During the first four months, I had a heck of a time keeping on top of the bandwidth allowance for the website. We were exceeding our allotment at least three or four times each week, and I had to keep adding bandwidth to keep up. Finally, our webhosting service worked with us to put together an enhanced package, giving us plenty of bandwidth capability for a reduced annual cost. If we continue to “grow too big for our britches”, one option would be to double the number of pages on the site. I’m not sure that’s the way to go, since there’s only so much content you can have about nude beaches without veering off-topic, and becoming more general in focus as a naturist site. I’m not against the idea of making the website more comprehensive; I just don’t want to lose site of our core focus – our beaches. Time will tell where we go with things. We intend to remain responsive to the naturist community by focusing on identified needs, as well as maintaining the website as a useful, informative tool that will continue to draw people back for the right reasons. 

Suffice it to say there are some definite additions coming to the website in the next several months. I hope the off-season will give me more time to develop my ideas. And as always, if anyone thinks of something that might be worth considering for the website, I’m all ears. So please let me know your thoughts!

Looking ahead
One of our goals for the 2005 season is to become a more visible beach presence as an organization. I was a bit hesitant to do so this year until I was able to make an assessment as to how well ORCOBA was being received. I’m pleased to have found that, other than a few off-hand remarks of skepticism early into the game, there has been no real negative feedback. 
So, we’ll be moving ahead with ideas and plans for next season, including ORCOBA flags, hats, and other stuff. Keep an eye out on the website and in future newsletter issues for more information. 

We’re also looking at a few ideas for non-beach activities, particularly for the off-season months. One project in the preliminary research stage is the possibility of a monthly Portland-area nude swim night. Venue options for such an event are somewhat limited, but there are a couple of possibilities worth pursuing. More info on that as it evolves; keep an eye out on our website and in our Yahoo groups for any developments.

Another option is a monthly hot-tub get-together, as mentioned earlier. Two Portland Metro area businesses, Inner City Hot Tubs (Portland) and Uptown Village Health Center (Vancouver), are naturist-friendly and support clothing-optional use. 
Nice Day for a Walk             by Kevin Lough  

________________________________________________
October 16, 2004
What a great day for walking on the beach with no clothes. Okay, so it was only maybe 58-ish degrees and a little misty at times, but it's warm if you keep moving. I hiked all around the island at
Rooster, and it's amazing at how close to the highway you can legally be nude. Maybe I should be disappointed nobody honked as they drove by? It's so quiet and peaceful having the whole place to myself, not having to worry about wet clothes and all. It was nice to take advantage of the beach before it really gets too cold. But then there's the polar dip to look forward to... :D!

In Other News…

Wreck Beach – British Columbia
As you may already know, Wreck Beach in Vancouver, BC is facing some very real threats, not only from a naturist point of view, but from an environmental perspective as well. The University of British Columbia (UBC) is planning to build two high-rise dormitory towers adjacent to the beach. 

Below is an excerpt from NAC’s recent Action Alert, summarizing the concern:

Wreck Beach in Vancouver, BC, Canada, is one of the most beautiful clothing-optional beaches in the world. It wraps nearly 8 km. around the Point Grey peninsula and is framed by spectacular forested cliffs. Above those cliffs lies the campus of the University of British Columbia (UBC).

Presently the pristine forested cliffs above the beach hide any university buildings from view, giving beachgoers a natural backdrop that approaches wilderness, despite close proximity to the city. This precious heritage view greeted Captain George Vancouver centuries ago and is still enjoyed by boaters and people who visit the tidal flats today.

For years, UBC campus development has threatened the natural character of the adjacent foreshore and cliffs. But this year University officials literally went "over the top" when they began construction of the first of four intended 20-storey Marine Residence student towers, only hundreds of feet from the cliff edge, overlooking the most popular area of the beach.

Started with virtually no public consultation, the construction planning has triggered a public outcry, with the WBPS pointing to specific environmental impacts. 

More than any other issue, the potential loss of the wilderness-like setting has captured the attention of naturists and nature lovers from around the world. Simply put, the construction of towers looming over the beach would forever change the character of Wreck Beach.

Your help is needed! If you haven’t already done so, please take a few minutes to review the entire NAC Action Alert at http://tinyurl.com/6su55 , and the Wreck Beach Preservation Society’s recent press release: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/message/130 .
As naturists, we can – and should – be heard, and help make a difference! We can help by following the suggestions outlined in the Action Alert and the press release. 

Wreck Beach Preservation Society:

http://www.wreckbeach.org/wb_frames.html
Random Thoughts 

With the beach season behind us again for the next several months, we’ll likely be switching to a bi-monthly format for The Naked Eye until early spring (i.e., combined November/December and January/February issues). If there is anything newsworthy to report, however, we may publish a “special edition” over the winter. At the very least though, any new happenings will be posted on the website. 
Readers are welcome to submit items of interest to us for inclusion in The Naked Eye. Submitted items should be appropriate and relevant to Sauvie Island or Rooster Rock, such as planned picnics, work parties, trip reports, and other news of interest. Without contribution from others, all of the content winds up coming straight from my brain, and that can get pretty boring for everyone else sometimes!
If you would like to receive future newsletters via email, please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
Parting words…
2004 rocked as far as naturism went; a lot of progress was made in the name of nude recreation on public lands! It built on the momentum started in 2003, and in keeping with Newton’s First Law of Motion, 2005 promises to be even better!

It goes to show that anything is possible if the will and energy is there…

…just ask the Boston Red Sox! 

Looking forward to seeing all our friends next spring, if not sooner…

  ~  Don & Peggy

The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

http://www.naturistsociety.com/
The Naturist Action Committee:

http://www.nac.oshkosh.net/
The Naturist Education Foundation:
http://www.nef.oshkosh.net/
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
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