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The Beach Scene in Review
Well, the weather guy had predicted September would be a cool month overall, and he was pretty much on the mark:
SEPTEMBER 2004 WEATHER SUMMARY
Portland, Oregon & SW Washington
TEMPERATURE DATA

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:  62.8
       (0.8 DEGREES ABOVE NORMAL)

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:   71.2
AVERAGE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE:   54.3
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE:  80  (Sept. 28)
LOWEST  TEMPERATURE:  47  (Sept. 21 & 22)
NUMBER OF 90+ DEGREE DAYS: 0
PRECIPITATION DATA
RAIN TOTAL FOR SEPTEMBER:     1.03 Inches

        (.62 inches below normal)
RAIN TOTAL SINCE JANUARY 1:  18.00 Inches
        (4.87 inches below normal) 
GREATEST 24 HOUR RAINFALL:    0.47 Inches
        (September 16-17)
SKY CONDITIONS

Number of Clear days:  5
Number of Partly Cloudy days: 12
Number of Cloudy days: 13
__________________________________

On September 18, the high temperature of 59 was the coldest maximum on record. 

The previous record of 61 was set in 1972.
Not a single day hit the 90’s! In fact, we barely hit 80 and just once, on September 28. We still have a little bit of summer left, though. Short-term forecasts for October indicate at least a few days of sun and warmth. The best advice: take advantage of every day!
Rooster Rock State Park

If you haven’t been to Rooster Rock lately, things there are looking better all the time! The Oregon Parks & Recreation Dept. has been busy installing trail signage and putting in volleyball facilities in the CO section, and making things a whole lot nicer. Squeeze a visit in before the summer fizzles out completely!
During NAC’s “Day at The Rock” in July, the most common question we heard from people in the parking lot was, “How do we get out to the beach part?”  It pointed out the fact that many people had not been to Rooster Rock during the days when the vegetation was less prevalent, so the current route from the lot to the beach wasn’t obvious, or even apparent, to many folks. It’s good to see that the Parks Dept. is addressing the problem; there’s no telling how many people have settled for sunbathing in the less desirable corners of the CO section over the past several years, without even realizing there was a real beach.
Day at the Rock - 2005 is already in the early planning stages. We hope to find a date that conflicts as little as possible with other naturist events in the region, and takes advantage of low river levels again. As spring approaches, more will be announced!
Rooster Rock park officials are counting on beachgoers to make the real difference at the beach. They hope that we’ll all show our support for the work they have been putting in to the CO section, by coming out and spending time there. The off-season is a great time to start making a few mental commitments for next year! 
Rooster Rock Outing             by Kevin Lough  

________________________________________________
September 26, 2004
I finally got to go out to the Rock today and get some nude time. It was great! The temps were fine, and the sun broke through eventually. The water was low enough to walk clear around the island. The only thing I observed that I felt was negative came from some textiles having an outing at the far east end of the island. When I came by with my trash bag in tow, they sent the kids scrambling out to the boat to stay until I left. It was the same on my way back. I wondered why they would be on the c/o side of the beach if they were so afraid of the kids seeing a nude person, and what effect that was having on the kids' view and subsequent self-esteem issues of the human body. The other group would quickly lay down in the sand by their things until I was gone, then get up and play around. The second group appeared to be a mother and two early teen kids.
All in all, a good day out at the beach. I also had another PR opportunity to explain to a couple what we were trying to accomplish out at the beaches by volunteering to police them up as the trash accumulates. They expressed their gratitude for our efforts, and they enjoy the beach being cleaner and safer than in the past.
Sauvie Island (Collins Beach)

Over the weekend of September 25-26, several people took time to honor the memory of Tom, a Collins Beach regular who passed away unexpectedly. Tom was known for his generous distribution of produce along the beach, fresh out of his garden. His favorite spot was under the wooden structure to the north of the pilings. If you didn’t know his face, perhaps you knew his hat.
Sunday we partied with Tom at his favorite spot at the river...a dozen friends, some kind words from new and old friends, the sun upon our shoulders. We raised our glasses up in celebration. He'll be remembered. 

-  Mike & Chole
Lots of first-timers continued to make inaugural visits to Collins Beach in September. The biggest frustration expressed by some newcomers was finding the beach to begin with. Many people assumed it would be close to the entrance onto the island. In fact, several would-be beachgoers gave up and turned around once the road turned to gravel; had they gone another hundred feet, they would have found it! 
Public awareness is growing, however. And admittedly, Collins is not an easy spot to discover without some prior knowledge; the island itself is fairly obscure, even to Portlanders. In some ways, that’s an advantage; it undoubtedly cuts down on the gawker factor. But making it difficult for first-timers to find the beach is detrimental as well.
“The Law” is on our side
If you are fortunate enough to make it out to Collins again before the season is completely over, and you spot one of the deputies that patrols the beach and island, please take a moment to say hi and express your appreciation for the job they do. Deputies Larry Weaver and Jack Hinkle are assigned to the island, and both believe very strongly in family-oriented CO use, and go the extra mile to keep things safe and trouble-free. We could not ask for better allies when it comes to keeping Collins Beach a fun, friendly place for everyone.

Winter outings to the beach

Sadly, the sun does eventually leave us, and the gray skies will come to visit, but the beach is still open year round.  And as they say, a cold day at the beach is better than a nice day at work! Give some thought to spending a day at the beach during the winter, and taking a bag of trash back out with you. If we each did that just once over the winter, think of how much cleaner we’d be keeping our beach. 
Collins Beach - Hours of Use
Collins Beach is open year around, and closes daily at 10 p.m. Boaters may anchor off the beach overnight, but overnight camping on the beach itself is prohibited. Vehicles left in the parking lot overnight will be towed.

In Other News…

Internet Nudist Groups…

…the Good, the Bad and the Ugly

Although hardly a scientific analysis, there has been a significant decline in the popularity of internet groups that openly exploit the use of our local nude beaches for sexually-oriented activities. In 2003, there were seven such Yahoo groups based in Oregon. In 2004, of those six groups, 
· Two were abandoned by their owners and became completely inactive; 
· Two were deleted entirely; 
· Two others had degenerated into spam sites with no active member participation; 
· One continued to receive a few sporadic messages each month, but with little other activity.
Since the internet is such an integral part of our lives these days, the general health of special interest and discussion groups makes a good barometer as to the progress we’re making to promote nude beaches for the right reasons. Legitimate nudist groups continue to grow and thrive, while the “fake” nudist groups wither and die on the internet vine. The good guys do win, it just takes faith and perseverance!
One of the things that these “sex on the beach” groups fail to mention is that, aside from exploiting and violating the entire precept of naturism, sexual activity on public beaches is illegal. Below is an excerpt from the Oregon Revised Statutes pertaining to sex in public places.

Oregon Revised Statutes

163.465 Public indecency. 

(1) A person commits the crime of public indecency if while in, or in view of, a public place the person performs: 

(a) An act of sexual intercourse; or 

(b) An act of deviate sexual intercourse; or 

(c) An act of exposing the genitals of the person with the intent of arousing the sexual desire of the person or another person. 
(2) (a) Public indecency is a Class A misdemeanor.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, public indecency is a Class C felony if the person has a prior conviction for public indecency or a crime described in ORS 163.355 to 163.445. [1971 c.743 s.120; 1999 c.962 s.1] 
ORCOBA Wear ‘n Stuff
Official ORCOBA items will be available eventually! 

Some of the items to be offered for sale are the red-and-yellow beach flags seen on the front page of our website; ball caps and bucket hats; tank tops and t’s, wind screens, and a few other things as popularity increases. Cost will be kept as low as possible, but we also hope to be able to build a small fund from which to help finance future ORCOBA events and activities, and offset some of the cost of keeping the website up and running. 

We flat-out ran out of time to make much available this summer, but we’ll be working on plans over the fall and winter. If you have any suggestions for other items to offer, please forward them to us at info@orcoba.org and we’ll add them to the list for consideration. Thanks!
Random Thoughts 

I submitted an article about the rise in popularity of naturism at Sauvie Island and Rooster Rock, and it’s slated to run in the next issue of N, also known as Nude & Natural, published by The Naturist Society.
A quarterly magazine, the winter issue (No. 24-2) will be out soon.

I think N is one of the most informative naturist magazines out there, and it’s worth joining TNS just for the subscription that comes with membership. If you haven’t checked it out yet, go to the TNS website at  http://www.naturistsociety.com/ . 

And no, I don’t make a nickel for getting folks to sign up! I just think it’s a great organization to support. ORCOBA essentially evolved as a result of my association with The Naturist Society and the Naturist Action Committee. So it's fair to say that ORCOBA is probably more philosophically aligned with The Naturist Society's core values than AANR's, by virtue of our specific focus on public lands for CO recreation. Our official affiliation with TNS & the Naturist Action Committee, as well as my role as NACAR for Sauvie Island/Rooster Rock, has a strong influence on ORCOBA's direction and focus.

The last thing we’re interested in doing is drawing any "lines in the sand" between groups that should be supporting each other for a common cause, so if we can all work together, we're all for that. While the things ORCOBA does will always be undertaken wearing the TNS/NAC hat, the goal for ORCOBA as a grass-roots group is to help foster a sense of unity, awareness and purpose among all CO beach advocates, regardless of any "party lines" or

affiliations - similar to the Black's Beach Bares, or the Wreck Beach Preservation Society. We welcome any opportunity to fly the TNS/NAC/ORCOBA flag and work alongside other groups and organizations, in the effort to make naturism even better for everyone.
The Naked Eye continues to evolve and develop, and we hope to make it become more useful, informative and enjoyable as time goes by.  If you have any ideas, suggestions or comments as to how we might make it better, please email us at info@orcoba.org and let me know. Beginning with this issue, we’ve begun including color photographs in the newsletter. This increases the file size of each newsletter; if this becomes a problem with email subscribers, please let us know.
Readers are also welcome to submit items of interest to us for inclusion in The Naked Eye. Submitted items should be appropriate and relevant to Sauvie Island or Rooster Rock, such as planned picnics, work parties, trip reports, and other news of interest. 

If you would like to receive future newsletters via email. Please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
Thank you all for your continued support of ORCOBA. We look forward to the future, and our continued involvement as an active advocacy group in the naturist community.

~  Don & Peggy Zirbel

ORCOBA Founders

The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

http://www.naturistsociety.com/
The Naturist Action Committee:

http://www.nac.oshkosh.net/
The Naturist Education Foundation:
http://www.nef.oshkosh.net/
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
© 2004 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance
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