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Welcome, 2005!
This issue is a few days overdue, thanks to the post-holiday flu bug. ‘Tis the season, though.
It didn’t seem like it, but 2004 was a rather dry year historically speaking:
2004 PRECIPITATION SUMMARY
Portland, Oregon & SW Washington
2004 RAIN TOTAL:          27.65 Inches

        (9.42  inches below normal)
2004 Calendar Year precipitation was the 5th driest year on record.
 The driest year, 1985, Saw 22.48 inches total.
December 21 marked the Winter Solstice in the northern hemisphere, officially occurring at 4:42 am PST. That means we’ve reached the shortest day of the year, and we’ve rounded the corner on the way back to spring and summer! 

1st Annual Sauvie Island Polar DIp
A new tradition has been born: A New Year’s Day Polar Dip at Collins Beach. A few hardy souls took part in the inaugural dip, and provided the less-adventurous with this report:

It's "OFFICAL" - 2005 Polar Bare Dip
January 1, 2005

Mike & Chole

Happy new year, I left the house wondering if anyone would show. 12:30 pm sitting in front of 
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the beach entrance under gray skies, and a spitting rain, and by myself. Finally at 12:50 pm, Hugh shows up and asked "are we really going to 

do this?". I just smiled and said yes, but we would wait till 1:10 pm. The clock struck 1:10 pm and off 

to the water we go, both with cameras in hand to document the 1st dip. As we cleared the trees, we looked to the east and towards the road, and three more cars were headed our way. In the cars were Kyle and his friend Tim, and Vandee and her friend Neil. The two didn't know anything about the dip, but had just showed up to walk their dogs. We quickly recruited them as our offical  

photographers, and off came the clothes. So now we have cheer leaders, photographers, and 

dippers. We started our slow walk towards the waters edge all laughing with anticipation. At water’s edge, we took to a sprint, jumping and
splashing like little kids. Out to our waist, a quick dip to our necks and off to the shore we go. The whole water thing lasted about 1 minute. We were standing, drying off talking like school girls going
to the prom. We looked down at our lower bodies and it looked like we are sun burned, (should have used the sun block), then we realized we were freezing. A little drying and dressing and the champagne was broke out, and it was "OFFICAL". The First Annual Sauvie Island Polar Bare Dip is history. So mark your calendars for January 1, 2006 for the Second Annual Polar Bare Dip. See you on the next adventure. 

- Mike
Marsha
Many of you know Marsha and Marv from the regular crowd at Collins Beach. Sadly, Marsha lost her battle with cancer four days into this new year, a day after her 60th birthday. 

Marv offered these words on the day of her passing:

*  *  *  *  *
Marsha left us at 11 am this morning. She was surrounded by all her family at the time. Her suffering has ended. I know she would want me to tell you all how much she appreciated all your prayers and how much she wanted to stay with you, but God apparently had an important chore for her to attend to.
If any of you have an opportunity to come by Bateman Carroll funeral home in Gresham between 10 am and     7 pm Thursday, there will be aviewing. The last stage treatments distorted her appearance, but there will be a video accompanyment to remind you of just how incredibly beautiful she was, inside and out.                    We will be having a very small private burial and memorial service on Friday for the family. I ask that while respecting our wishes on that day, that perhaps you could take some time to say a little prayer for her.
She'll hear it, I know.
I've got so much to do and so little time to do it, so I'll be out of touch for awhile. Have fun, keep the faith, and thank you all for making Marsha feel so welcomed and loved in this life.

In appreciation,
Marv

Marsha
Born 1-3-45, Died 1-4-05
Her favorite saying:                                                                “Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here, we might as well dance.”

*  *  *  *  *
Marsha indeed left behind many friends:

Well I went and saw the lovely Marsha with many other Islanders who have known her for years. Marv told me some things about Marsha that many of us didnt know…in addition to being a lovely sex symbol, wife, mother, volleyball player,and original Rooster Rocker, Marsha was also a runway model at one time. Marv and Marsha had been married 38 years. It was love at first sight.


Many photos of her were on display and I really enjoyed viewing her lovely form. I will always remember the last time I saw her in September as I rubbed glitter all over her and we exchanged a big loving Islander hug. She will be sorely missed.
Marv also allowed me to tuck a small velvet bag of Island sand complete with glitter in with her…so a small part of Sauvie will go with her. He said she’d just love it. I think I will now go to bed and cry myself to sleep…so all you good Islanders, please love and care for one another, as we never know how much time we are allowed. When you get up tomorrow, go into your day with a smile on your face, and be nice to everyone you meet.


Feel the Love...Margaret
There’s not much left to say that hasn’t been said. The beach community is one place where true friends are made, and when they move on, it leaves a void. I’m positive that Marsha would want us all to honor her memory by taking care of our earthly paradise for her. One of the things contained in the Mission Statement where I work is “Leave things better than the way you found it”. I think that is well-applied to the beach. From picking up trash, to partaking in work projects and beach events, to reporting inappropriate behavior, to making newcomers feel welcome…there is no shortage of things we can do to make things better; not just for the beach but for naturism in general. 

Life deals us some lousy hands sometimes…but let’s focus on the good ones, and make the most of them!
Dates to Remember
July 4-10, 2005 is National Nude Recreation Week across North America. Inaugurated as National Nude Weekend in 1976, it was started in large part by Lee Baxandall, the founder of The Naturist Society. It’s an opportune time to show support for clothes-free recreation at your favorite naturist venue. Keep an eye out for events and activities planned for our beaches and elsewhere as the season approaches. 

July 7-10, 2005 is the Northwest Naturist Festival
at Sun Meadow Resort, Worley, Idaho. This event is sponsored by the Naturist Society. Naturist Gatherings and regional Festivals bring folks of all ages together for festive weekends of informative workshops, sports, games, activities and socializing, at fine facilities where clothing is optional. Gatherings and Festivals are attended by thousands annually.
Sun Meadow website: www.sunmeadow.org  

Check out the complete schedule of TNS Festivals and Gatherings at: http://www.naturistsociety.com/events/index.jsp
November 4, 2005 will mark the 200th anniversary of Lewis & Clark’s visit to what is now known as Sauvie Island, during their Corps of Discovery expedition. They had this to say in their journal: 

"Our choice of a camp had been very unfortunate, for on a sand island opposite us were immense numbers of geese, swan, ducks and other wild fowl, which during the whole night serenaded us with a confusion of noises which completely prevented our sleeping. During the latter part of the night it rained and we therefore willingly left camp at an early hour."
Lewis & Clark originally gave it the name Wappato Island, for the indigenous potato-like plant that was a major food source for the natives at the time. The island got its current name years later, after a fellow by the name of Laurent Sauve’ of the Hudson’s Bay Company opened a dairy on the island, supplying nearby Fort Vancouver.
If you would like to receive future newsletters via email. Please email us at info@orcoba.org with “Newsletter” in the subject line, and we will add you to the electronic mailing list. 

Current and archived issues of The Naked Eye are also available on the ORCOBA website at www.orcoba.org
The Naked Eye is published ten times a year, by the Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance. This newsletter is available online at our website, as well as on our Yahoo groups listed below.
Our official website: www.orcoba.org
To contact us: info@orcoba.org
ORCOBA Discussion Forum: http://orcoba.proboards32.com/index.cgi
ORCOBA Yahoo Group:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ORCOBA/
Yahoo group for naturism in the Pacific Northwest:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NWFunintheSun/
_________________________________

The Naturist Society website:

http://www.naturistsociety.com/
The Naturist Action Committee:

http://www.nac.oshkosh.net/
The Naturist Education Foundation:
http://www.nef.oshkosh.net/
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JOIN THE BEACH RADIO NETWORK:

CHANNEL 12 ON THE FRS RADIO SYSTEM
© 2004 – Oregon Clothing-Optional Beach Alliance
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